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INTRODUCTION. 



The inspired Apostle exhorts us — "As ye have 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him: 
rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the 
faith as je have been taught.'' Col. ii. 6, 7. It is 
the established Christian that proves a real blessing 
to those around him, and, himself, apprehends and 
experiences the fulness of the blessing of the gospel 
of Christ. An unsettled state of mind is an evil 
greatly to be deplored, destructive of growth in 
grace, spiritual comfort and relative usefulness. To 
be " stablished in the faith " is indeed an inestima- 
ble blessing. The Christian Ministry was appointed 
not only for the conversion of sinners by the preach- 
ing of the gospel, but also, in the words of St. 
Paul, " for the perfecting of the saints, for the work 
o£ the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
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Christ ; till we all come in the unity of the faith 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ ; that we henceforth be no more 
children, tossed too and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, hj the sleight of men, and 
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive." Eph. iv. 12-14. 

The distinguishing feature of much of the religious 
writing of the present day is its unsettling tendency. 
The most solemn and the plainest truths of the 
gospel are descanted upon with a learned pedantry 
and trifling freedom, and discussed in a spirit of 
irreverent enquiry, called " theological criticism," 
very flattering doubtless to that pride of heart 
which is natural to fallen man, but sadly prejudicial 
to the profitable study of Holy Scripture, and 
altogether foreign to the spirit of the precept, 
'' Receive loith meekness the engrafted word, which 
is able to save your souls." James i. 21. 

The objections raised are, generally, very similar 
in their character to those propounded by Dr. 
Priestley, and authors of the Socinian school, which 
have been long ago answered, in many important 
points, by Dr. Pye Smith and other apologists for 
sound doctrine. Much that is antagonistic to the 
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integrity of Holy Scripture has been borrowed from 
Grerman critics whose works have obtained a circula- 
tion among ourselves, and it is deeply to be regretted 
that their spirit is becoming sadly prevalent in our 
English Biblical literature. Rationalistic publica- 
tions of the present day, in our own country, sug- 
gest no new difficulties or arguments, and have, in 
fact, very little claim to originality. It is observed 
by a writer in the Quarterly Review, No. 195, p. 
186., that even Professor Jowett's well known 
dissertation on the Atonement is taken almost ver- 
batim et literatim from Coleridge's '^ Aids to Reflec- 
tion," pp. 257-270, with thi& difference, that 
Coleridge in treating the subject " speaks with a 
reverential awe and gentleness of the received 
opinions, which Professor Jowett might, at least, 
have imitated.*' 

And, if writings of this character do not possess 
the merit of originality, they certainly have not the 
charm of lucid exposition. The reader repeatedly 
peruses a paragraph ; he think he understands it at 
last ; but, when the author's meaning is supposed to 
have been with much difficulty ascertained, the 
reader discovers to his disappointment he has mas- 
tered some idea clothed in doubtful verbiage, with 
which he was long since familiar, or he finds some 
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thought suggested not worth remembering, — on 
which time was lost in the effort to apprehend it. 

But the publications to which we refer are not 
merely unprofitable : They are positively mischie- 
vous. They demoralize the mind. Infidelity is 
represented as no sin, but rather as a justifiable 
difierence of opinion. Thus, Professor Jowett's 
remarks on Dr. Baur's unscrupulous attack on the 
genuineness of 1 Thess: are altogether unworthy 
of the occasion. Not a word of rebuke or even 
regret is expressed on account of the hostile spirit 
of the critic. Infidelity herself is made to look re- 
spectable by the mild character of the reply. The 
inspiration of Holy Scripture and its supreme 
authority, as a Divine revelation, is virtually 
denied. And it may be doubted, — on consideration 
of the difficulties raised and left unanswered, the 
subtle insinuations made, the irreverent spirit of 
criticism displayed, the bold charges of error 
reiterated against the inspired writers of the New 
Testament, and all this connected with the high and 
infiuential position the author holds in the Univer- 
sity of Oxford, — whether any work has ever issued 
from the press of this country, more calculated 
to serve the cause of infidelity than Professor 
Jowett's comments and dissertations. Not only is 
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Christian truth lost ia a theological mazo^ and the 
reader left to adopts as the teaching of Scripture, 
ahnost anjform of error he maj prefer, not oidj is ire- 
ligion divested of its saving power and sanctif^g 
tendencjy but the great facts and doctrines of the 
gospel, on which alone the sinner can build his 
hopes for eternity, are so beclouded Jb uncertainty, 
distorted by disputation, and reduced as to just 
proportion by a process of bold andheariless negation ; 
nay, what are called '^ the snblie shafts of (xennan 
criticism," — ^rather, the hostile weapons, of infidel 
attack, are so levelled at the very citadel of our 
faith, did we not know" the foundation of .God 
standeth sure," we might almost tremble for its 
stability ; and it is ^greatly to be feared that 2nany 
a reader, unsettled and bewildered by such argu- 
mentation, may suffer much grievous loss and in- 
jury ; it is well, at last, if he make not shipwreck 
of his faith. 

It is a question of some difficulty how best to 
counteract the wide-spread mischief such pub- 
lications necessarily diffuse. A minute ezaminatian 
of each comment and dissertation, with consecutive 
exposure of error, would necessitate a workitoo large 
for general perusaL It seems therefore preferahlo 
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to present, as the best antidote, the plain testimony 
of Scripture on some of the more prominent truths 
that have been called in question, only occasionally 
noticing specific statements of a dangerous ten- 
dency. But though quotations, except in reference 
to the authority of Scripture and the doctrine of 
the atonement, have been very sparingly in- 
troduced, — the subject of each chapter, in the 
present publication, and its line of remark has been, 
in fact, suggested by a perusal of Professor Jowett's 
recent work on the Epistles to the Thessalonians, 
Galatians and Romans, coupled with statements 
made in Mr. Maurice's Theological Essays. 

The subjects selected for consideration are, indeed^ 
" first principles of the oracles of God." Heb. v. 12. 
As little of the spirit of controversy has been in- 
troduced as the circumstances of the case would 
allow. To present the truth, as revealed in Holy 
Scripture and in itself subversive of error, is the 
design of the following pages ; which, it is hoped, 
may form, with God's blessing, a useful manual in 
the hands of the young and enquiring. 

The substance of the following chapters was first 
delivered in a course of lectures during Lent of the 
present year. There is reason to hope their de- 
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livery proved seasonable and useful. It is tnisted 
their publication may also prove acceptable. May 
He who alone can crown any effort with success 
be pleased to vouchsafe his blessing on their 
perusal ! 

April 2Sth, 1856. 
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*• Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness 

to be tempted of the devil And when the tempter came 

unto him .... he answered and said, It is written ! . . . • 
Jesus said unto him, It is wsiTTtiN again ! . . . . Then saith 
Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan, for it is WRITTEN ! 
thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
thou serve."' — Matthew iv. verse I, &c. 

Thus by reiterated appeal to the written word, 
— as of supreme, Divine authority did Jesus repel 
and vanquish the devil in the wilderness ! His 
own words were Divine -quick and piercing and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, infallible in 
their announcement, omnipotent in their effects j 
— ^but, upon the memorable occasion of the text, 
the Son of Gk)d framed not his replies from the 
inexhaustible resources of his own infinite wisdom ; 

B 
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He met not the adversary, as at other times he 
addressed the listening multitudes who hung upon 
his lips, with the authoritative declaration, "Verily, 
verily, I say unto you -" But He made his appeal 
to the Sacred Scriptures. He encountered and 
overcame the Evil One with the appeal ; '^ It is 
written : It is written : It is written/' 

Were I, in the course of the present lecture, to 
adduce no other argument than the fact and man- 
ner of our Lord's appeal to the authority of the 
Holy Scripture, when tempted of the devil in the 
wilderness, I feel 1 should have presented, in 
support of the supreme authority of the Holy 
Scripture, — a proof well worthy of consideration, 
and of no ordinary character. Jesus quoted 
Scripture : He quoted it as infallible authority : 
He quoted it as decisive on the matter in hand : 
The Devil admitted its authority, and attempted 
by wresting Scripture to make it serve his own 
purpose; — On either side an appeal to Holy 
Scripture was held final. Its supreme, because 
Divine authority, was not only never questioned, 
but fuUy admitted to be unquestionable ; the only 
question was, — who had Scripture on his side? 
He who plants His foot upon this rock, standa 



IT IS WaiTTEN* a- 

on ground where peril is unknown, and defeat 
an impossibility. 

It will be a sad day for England, when her 
rulers, however great their fame for martial skill 
or successful diplomacy, despise the authority of 
these three words, — It is written! A sad day 
for England^s Church, however learned may be her 
Bishops, however gifted and active may be her 
clergy, when those who have received authority to 
preach the word and declared themselves deter- 
mined, out of the Scriptures, to instruct the people, 
and ready (God being their helper) with all 
faithful diligence to banish and drive away all 
erroneous and strange doctrines contrary to God'a 
word, dispute about and abase, rather than exalt, 
that one appeal of Christian faith and duty — It is 
written ! A sad dark day will it be for our native 
land, when the merchant on ^change, the trades- 
man at his counter, the schoolboy at his desk, 
recognize no longer the power and charm of those 
words I love to repeat so often in your hearing, 
// is written! Reverence for, and obedience to 
God^s written word is the one true secret of all 
national prosperity: Therefore was the Jewish 
King required to write out with his own hand a 
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copy of the law of God. // is written! It is 
the talisman of the nation^s strength; the watch- 
word of our Protestantism ; the foundation of our 
Christian faith. Divest these few words of the 
high authority they bear, and what comfort have 
we in affliction ? What support in the hour of 
death ? What a fearful blank is our eternity f 
Weaken their power or divest them of their sanc- 
tity, and our national morality, our domestic hap- 
piness, our personal holiness are assailed, under- 
mined and destroyed. Indeed, my brethren, in 
whatever shape the attack may come, whether 
clothed in the disgusting buffoonery of the 
avowed infidel, or decked out with the tawdry 
tinsel of learned scepticism, any attempt-de- 
signed or unintentional — to shake the confidence 
of the people in the supreme authority of God's 
Holy word, in whole or in part, can be regarded 
by the faithful Christian in none other light than 
as an attempt to deprive him of all that he holds, 
both personally and relatively, the dearest and 
most sacred. 

There always have been (and I suppose, to the 
end of time, there always will be), not only 
scoffers '^ saying, where is the promise of his 
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coming ? '^ but unstable men, men of learning it 
may be, and men of genius, men of exemplary 
conduct, but of excited and restless minds 
(wanting that submission of mind and heart the 
gospel demands), whose influence and teaching is 
sadly calculated to perplex and mislead. It is so 
in our own day. God wisely permits it in his 
Providence. There must needs be heresies amongst 
us that they that are approved may be made 
manifest. But it should be the anxious and 
prayerful eflfort of the Christian minister at such 
seasons to put his hearers on their guard and guide 
them into safer and happier paths. Where Scrip* 
ture truth is publicly assailed, it should be vindi- 
cated; — ^where dangerous theories are promulgated, 
they should be exposed ; — ^where specious fallacies 
are suggested to the mind, they should be detected 
and truth presented full-orbed to scatter, like 
the sun, the darkness of night and mists of 
earth. I think, however, we may safely say, that 
whatever errors, at various times and places men 
may broach, there never was a time, when (either 
by the avowed enemy to Christian truth, or its pro- 
fessed but misguided friend,) God^s Holy Word, 
in some way or another, has not been the object 
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of attack. And no wonder ! — ^for it is the strong 
tower, the refuge, to which we fly in time of 
danger, the citadel of our faith as well as our 
arsenal whence we gather our every weapon of 
attack. Some years ago, — Paine's Age of Reason, 
Hobbes^ works, and writings of such description, 
assailed our faith. Their cavils were refuted, if 
not silenced I Bishop Watson and Paley and 
Butler triumphantly vindicated the truth of Holy 
Scripture, and they proved to moral demonstration 
that we have not followed cunningly-devised 
fables. Later still we remember the attacks of 
Tractarian writers — not a few of whom have now 
" gone out from us because they were not of us.^' 
.Their error was, in fact, the Romish heresy, that 
God's written word does not contain all saving 
truth — making man^s tradition, together with Holy 
Scripture, the rule of faith. That dogma has been 
laboriously investigated ; in all its bearings it has 
been exposed ; and I should think, that to all who 
love sound reasoning, and can appreciate the extent 
of research and soundness of criticism therein dis- 
played, the Rev. W. Goode's "Divine Rule of 
faith and practice,^' — being "a defence of the 
Catholic doctrine that Holy Scripture has been 
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since the times of the Apostles, the sole Divine 
rule of faith and practice to the Church/' must 
appear so satisfactory and convincing as to decide 
the question. But since the publication of that 
noble work, — driven from his former ground, the 
foe has attacked the word of God from another 
point. It is not so much the evidences of our 
common faith that are now assailed, nor the suf- 
ficiency of Holy Scripture as a rule of faith and 
practice that now is questioned — as the integrity 
vof the Sacred text — the accuracy of its narrative 
— its plenary inspiration — its authoritative teach- 
ing in every part, demanding the full homage, 
the unreserved and unconditional submission of 
man's mind and heart and daily life. 

I need not mention authors' names, nor would 
I quote, without necessity, many statements their 
works contain, greatly to be deplored. Yet I 
.must make a brief selection, in reference to thp 
csubject of the present lecture — ^which will guide 
the course of my future remarks. 

I open a commentary* recently published, with 

* By Eev. Benjamin Jowett, M.A., Begins Professor of 
:Greek in the University of Oxford. 
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I 

critical notes and dissertations^ on St, Paul's 
Epistles to the Thessalonians^ Galatians^ and 
Romans. I quote the first paragraph in the 
author's introduction. " No one who is ac- 
quainted with Sophocles or Thucydides in the 
volumes of Dindorf or Bekker, would be willing' 
to reprint the text of those authors ba it is to 
be found in editions of two centuries ago. No 
apology is therefore needed for laying aside the 
^ Textus Receptus' of the New Testament.^' 

Here, at the very beginning, is something to 
startle and alarm. The received text from which 
our Sible is translated is to be laid aside, and no 
apology needed for so doing. The text of a 
German critic (Lachmann) is adopted in its stead ; 
the only reason assigned is that the received text 
of Sophocles and Thucydides, pubUshed two cen- 
turies ago, is indefensible 1 Therefore the received 
text of Holy Scripture is to be abandoned. What 
a sequence ! Where is the argument? One 
wonders how any thoughtful writer could be guilty 
of such a fallacy as this sentence obviously con- 
tains. However, we possess " the received text" and 
that adopted by our writer. The two are before 
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US ; they are compared^ and the difference is really 
'^microscopic.^'* We may be assured there is 
scarcely a text in the four Epistles commented on 
where the change of text assumes any practical 
importance. But ! is there indeed no '^ apology^' 
needed for such injurious disparagement of the 
received text ? So needless^ so gratuituous an 
attack upon those sacred words^ which the 
Christian Church receives as of Divine authority 
in all matters of faith and godliness ? 

But when, according to writers of the School 
to which I am referring, they have found the 
genuine text, let us next enquire what value do 
they put upon it ? 

I feel exceedingly reluctant to repeat expres- 
sions it is needful to quote in order to show the 
recklessness of assertion, irreverence and scepti- 
ticism into which not a few, alas ! from whom 
much better things might have been expected, 
have been betrayed; a scepticism, which, under 
the patronage of some learned names, is we fear 
rapidly developing itself among a large and 
interesting class of enquirers who with judg- 
ments very immatured are in eager search after 

* See «* Christian Observer/' No. 217, p. 20. 
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knowledge. What think you then of being told 
(as some disciples of German criticism venture to 
assert) that St. Paul " in his manner of teaching, 
wavers between opposite views and precepts in 
successive verses'' i. 291 : That he " seems to 
desert his original standing ground, and to al- 
ternate between the two sides of his own mind'' 
(ii. 110) : That he is guilty of " awkwardness of 
expression'' (ii. 124); '^incapable of mastering 
the language in which he wrote" (ii. 146) ; 
*^ could not distinguish arguments from illustra- 
tions (i. 284 and ii. 180) ; an incapacity he shared 
with his contemporaries (i. 284) ; is guilty of the 
opposition of particles, not ideas (ii. 63) ; was 
remarkable for an absence of "human know- 
ledge" (i. 295); could not, consistently with 
the modes of thought of his age, distinguish 
between '^ moral evil and ceremonial impurity" 
(ii, 118) ; and that it is very doubtful whether 
he was " capable of weighing evidence"* (i. 300) ? 

• The Reviewer in the " Quarterly," No. 195, quoting the 
above and other extracts, observes, p. 180, *' The authors 
.before us (Rev. R. "Williams and Rev. B. Jowett) think the 
founders of our religion equally fallible, whether they wrote 
or spoke. Mr. Jowett's estimate of St. Paul is lower in this 
respect Jbhan any we have before seen." 
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The manner in wMcli the writers of the New 
Testament quote from the Old has little in 
.common^ we are told, with modem critical inter- 
.pretation: It is described as without reference 
to the connexion, and therefore assumed to be 
.invalid : It is quoted in a different sense from that 
originally intended; it is "tesselated work'' after 
the manner of the age (i. 354); the Apostle 
1*easons from quotations, as he might from state- 
ments of his own, going off upon a word or almost 
fi. letter: He draws "inferences which in strict 
logic can hardly be allowed, extending the mean- 
ing of words beyond their first and natural sense :'^ 
JSut all this is after the manner of the age; "his 
very inaccuracy about the letter arising partly 
from his feeling for the spirit^ ' (i. 362). 

Again, there is " discrepancy between the 
earlier chapters of the Acts and the Epistle to 
the (jalatians^' (i. 352). It is assumed that a 
portion of the Acts of the Apostles may be " in- 
accurate '' (i. 50). In another place I read, "We 
are naturally led to speculate by what arranger 
ment of events the error may be made smallest '^ 
(i. 58). It is assumed that " if the evidence of 
the genuineness of a single book of Scripture be 
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weakened^ or the credit of a single chapter shaken^ 
no deep and irreparable injury is inflicted on 
Christian tn\th;'' for the reverse is combatted 
(i. 352). The morality of the New Testament is 
erroneous, "Many (writes our author) are the 
texts we either silently drop or insensibly modify^ 
with which the spirit of modem society seems 
almost unavoidably to be at variance. The 
blessings on the poor, and the 'hard sayings' 
respecting rich men, are not in accordance even 
with the better mind of the present age*^ (ii. 314). 
And in another place, on the belief in the coming 
of Christ in the Apostolical age (i. 96), it is ob- 
served, "It is a subject from which the inter- 
preter of Scripture would gladly turn aside. For it 
seems as if he were compelled to say at the outset, 
' that St. Paul was mistaken, and that in support 
of his mistake he could appeal to the words of 
Christ himself.' '' 

Mark those words, brethren ! — Paul mistaken^ 
and in support of his mistake he could appeal to 
the words of Christ himself! 

On careful and repeated study of this passage^ 
we cannot help inquiring. What does the writer 
mean ? Does he really entertain the idea ?— can 
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he venture to put forward the supposition, not 
only that Paul might have been mistaken; but 
further^ that St. Paul could appeal to Christ's 
own words in excuse or apology for the mistake 
into which he had fallen? If this be not his 
meanings why would ihe interpreter of Scripture 
gladly turn aside from the svbject? It seems 
implied^ if not asserted^ that not only the accu- 
racy of a Paley (i. 109), not only the infallibility 
of an inspired Apostle, but even the Divine 
teaching of Christ himself (did the interpreter 
of Scripture proceed fully to draw out and press 
home his argument) might be in danger of falling 
before, what our author calls elsewhere, the 
subtle shafts of Grerman criticism ! The suppo- 
sition appears to be, that both Paul and Christ 
might have been mistaken, and therefore fallible 
in their teaching. Whether the writer really 
entertains or rejects the monstrous supposition, he 
may not positively tell us. While he suggests the 
fearful thought, he appears to decline to venture 
the assertion. He seems to leave it an open ques- 
tion. At all events, this is a passage that demands 
explanation. For the very supposition is most 
awful; it is a blow struck at the very foundation of. 
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all Christian troth ! The bare possibility of such' 
a supposition calls up within one^s soul a painful 
sense of indignation. It were a thought con- 
oeived, if not " a word spoken against the Son of 
Man." If any such thought has found a place 
in the mind, or any such word dropped firom the 
author's pen, may He find it among those, 
words spoken against the Son of Man that He 
has promised to forgive! 

Such sentiments, it may be thought, carry 
along with them their own condemnation. Most 
assuredly they do : They will not bear the light 
of truth : They are the hallucinations of a mind 
bewildered by philosophy falsely so called; and 
the fearful consequences to which such principles 
tend, may well lead any to pause and pray who 
may have unhappily adopted them. Nevertheless 
they should be met; for the iniegriiy of the re- 
ceived text is impugned, its inspiration virtually 
denied and its supreme authority questioned and 
annulled. 

I propose very briefly to call attention to these 
three points ; — ^the integrity of the received text, 
its inspiration and consequent authority; in the 
establishment of which, we may perhaps most sue- 
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cessfolly (on the present occasion) combat some of 
the errors we have exposed. 

I. We possess the sacred text genuine and 
authentic. 

History informs us with what scrupulous care 
the Jewish Scriptures were preserved even fix)m the 
beginning. Previously to the building of Solo- 
mon^s temple, the Pentateuch was deposited by 
the side of the ark (Deut. xxxi, 24-26) ; — after 
the erection of that noble building, it was depo- 
sited for safe keeping in the treasury, together 
with all the succeeding productions of the inspired, 
writers. On the destruction of the temple by 
Nebuchadnezzar — it is uncertain whether the 
autographs of the sacred books perished or were 
still preserved. Copies however, of these auto< 
graphs were carried to Babylon, for we find the 
prophet Daniel quoting the law (ch. ix. 11.) and 
expressly mentioning the prophecies of Jeremiah, 
(ch. ix. 2) a plain proof that he had seen them. 
On their return from Babylon in the sixth year of 
Darius, we read (Ezra vi. 18,) that the Jewish 
worship was re-established ^^ according as it is 
written in the book of Moses : ^' But what still 
more clearly proves that the Jews must have had 
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transcripts of their sacred writings during, as well 
as subsequent to, the Babylonish captivity is the 
circumstance than when the people requested Ezra 
to produce the law of Moses, (Neh. viii. 1,) they 
did not ask to have it dictated anew — but that he 
would "bring forth the book of the law of Moses 
which the Lord had commanded to Israel/' 
Again, many years before Christ, another edition 
of the Pentateuch was in the safe keeping of the 
Samaritans, which has been preserved to our 
own time, and accurately agrees with the Jewish 
copies : While about b. c. 286 the Septuagint, or 
translation of the Hebrew Scriptures into Greek, 
was begun, — a version, the examination of which 
plainly proves, that the text from which it was 
made, is identical with the text we now possess. 

It s generally admitted that the canon of the 
Old Testament was settled about fifty years after 
the rebuilding of the Temple. It is the constant 
tradition of the Jevrish Church, that Ezra set 
forth this corrected edition of the Old Testament 
Scriptures — ^with the exception of his own vnitings, ^ 
Nehemiah and Malachi, which were subsequently 
annexed by Simon the just, the last of the great 
synagogue. Whether Ezra's own copy perished 
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in the pillage of the Temple by Antiochus 
Epiphanes cannot be ascertained. We know 
however, that when Judas Maccabasns repaired 
the Temple, he replaced (1 Mace, iv. 38-59), 
everything requisite for the performance of Divine 
worship, which included a correct, if not Ezra^s 
own copy of the Scriptures. It is not improbable 
that in this latter Temple an ark was constructed 
in which the sacred books of the Jews were pre- 
served until the destruction of Jerusalem and 
subversion of the Jewish poUty by the Romans 
under Titus, before whom (as we are informed by 
Josephus) the volume of the law was carried in 
triumph, among the other spoils^ which had 
been taken at Jerusalem. The Hiebrew text, as 
it existed in the East from a,b. 200 to the 
jend of the fifth century, we find in the Hexapla 
of Origen. About this time was compiled the 
celebrated Masora of the Jews, in which we are 
told even how many times each letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet occurs in all the sacred writings. 
Since then, the attention of the Jews to their 
sacred Scriptures has been evinced by several 
Chaldee paraphrases, and the formation of stan- 
dard texts or codices; till in 1488 an edition of 

C 
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the entire Hebrew Scriptures was printed and 
published. 

Such is a brief history* of the Hebrew text. 
We can trace its history from its very authorship 
up to the present day, and be quite sure that the 
Old Testament Scriptures of the present day are 
the Scriptures Moses, and David, and Isaiah 
wrote, and our Lord and his Apostles quoted. 

Nor ought we ever to forget how explicitly 
Christ set the stamp of divine authority on the Old 
Testament Scriptures : This is a most important 
fact, establishing beyond a doubt their canonicity 
and binding them on our reception. Old Tes- 
tament Scripture formed the foundation of his 
teaching.f For this purpose the whole canon of 

* H. Home's Introduction, &c., VoL IL, Part i., p. 83. 

f I quote the following note on Matt. v. 18, by the Bey. 
Henry Alford: — ''It is important to observe in these days, 
how the Lord here includes the Old Testament and all its 
unfolding of the Divine purposes regarding Himself, in his 
teaching of the citizens of the kingdom of heaven. I say this 
because it is always in contempt and setting aside of the Old 
Testament that rationalism has begun. First, its historical 
truth, then its theocratic dispensation, and the types and 
prophecies connected with it, are swept away ; so that Christ 
come to Mfil nothing, and becomes only a teacher or a 
martyr ; and thus the way is paved for a similar rejection of 
the New Testament ; — ^beginning with the narratives of the 
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the Old Testament^ as it existed amongst the Jews 
of his day^ was called into use by him as authentic 
and Divine. How carefully he discriminated be- 
tween man's tradition and Holy Scripture (Matt. 
XV. 3). How he quoted Scripture, as a whole, 
using the received expressions of the Jews for 
this purpose, '^ The Scriptures,^' " The law and the 
Prophets.'' "All things must be fulfilled, which 
are written in the law of Moses, and in the 
Psalms concerning me" (Luke xxiv. 44). Besides 
the several books of the Old Testament are all 
enumerated by Josephus, with the exception of 
Job, as those which existed in our Saviour's 
time ; and the catalogues of Origen, and Melito, 
and Jerome confirm the list. Jews and Christians 
agree that our Old Testament is that which 

birth and infancy, as theocratic myths— advancing to the 
denial of his miracles — then attacking the truthfulness of 
his own sayings, which are grounded on the Old Testament 
as a revelation from God — and so finally leaving us nothing 
in the Scriptures but, as a German writer of this school has 
expressed it, 'a mythology not so attractive as that of 
Greece (! I)' That this is the course unbelief has run in 
Germany should be a pregnant warning to the decriers of 
the Old Testament among ourselves. It should be a maxim 
for every expositor and every student, that Scripture is a 
wholcy and stands or falls together/' 
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Christ stamped with his own Divine authority^ 
and quoted with such awful sanction when at the' 
temptation he repulsed the devil^ and subsequently^ 
silenced the self-righteous Pharisee and Sadducee. 
Then in reference to the New Testament ! 
Perhaps one of the most conclusive proofs of the 
integrity of our received text is to be derived, not 
only from the comparison of manuscripts, but 
a collection of quotations from and references to 
the sacred text, to be found in writers of far 
distant places and different ages. Thus, " in the 
works of Tertullian,^^ a writer of the third century, 
Dr. Lardner has remarked (Vol. ii. p. 647), 
^f there are more and larger quotations from the 
New Testament than are to be found from all 
the works of Cicero, in writers of all characters, 
for several ages.'^ We also find in the extant 
Greek writings of Origen at least two thirds of 
the New Testament cited ! In the memoirs of 
the Messrs. Haldanc it is related, that the 
question was once asked in the presence of Lord 
Hailes whether, if every copy of the New Testa- 
ment Scriptures had been destroyed at the end of 
the third century, their contents could have 
been recovered from the Christian writers of 
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that and the preceding centuries? Lord Hailes 
commenced the enquiry for himself — " searching 
for chapters, half chapters, and sentences of the 
JTew Testament, carefully marking down what he 
found and where he foimd it/^ The result was 
that at the end of two months, '^ he had actually 
discovered the whole New Testament, except some 
ten or eleven verses." Now remember ! *' a book 
is an aggregate of many thousand separate parts, 
each of which, both by the thought it contains, 
and by the choice and arrangement of the words, 
possesses a perfect individuality ; such as fits it for 
identification with the whole to which it belongs ; 
and if several of these parts are adduced, the 
identification is rendered most satisfactory and 
complete/' So it is with quotations from the sacred 
text found in Christian writers, and their ad- 
versaries of every age. These quotations are, 
as it were,* " a complicated system of concentric 
lines which intersect no where but in the book in 
question ; and the identification is so precise and 

* See Whytehead's "Warrant of Faith," p. 432. A book 
fiill of valuable instraction oil this subject, from which I 
^aye deriyed much help* 
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copious that the proof of integrity is most con- 
vincing and complete/' 

But, it may be remarked, have we not heard of 
various readings, almost too many to be credited, 
and do not these militate against the integrity of 
the sacred text ? I reply, the investigation of this 
subject has Inost remarkably established the inte- 
grity and authority of the received text. That, 
in the process of copying MS, and transmitting 
the Word of God from age to age, transcribers 
should have made mistakes, is a result altogether 
to be expected. Nothing short of continual 
miracle could prevent it. But after most diligent 
and laborious research, our best critics have shovm 
that in the 7,959 verses of the New Testament, ' 
there are not more than a dozen corrections that 
carry with them any weight. When the question 
of the integrity of the original text first presented 
itself, and a searching investigation was deter- 
mined on, there were some who feared that such 
uncertainty would result that all positive faith 
would be thereby endangered ! But the result 
proved the very reverse. In the words of Pro- 
fessor Gaussen — "It is now a suit terminated, 
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— ^the plaintiffs are cast at their own appeal. The 
inquest having been held by modem criticism^ all 
the judges (even the bench of Rationahsts) have 
unanimously pronounced that it is a lost cause^ 
and that the objectors must go to some other 
quarter for arguments and grievances/' He pro- 
ceeds to relate how the estimable and learned 
Bengel, 120 years ago, was deeply exercised on 
this subject. Then commenced, on his part, that 
work of sacred criticism which gave a new direc- 
tion to this study in Germany. After long and 
laborious search, Bengel was satisfied, and thus 
wrote, "Eat Scripture bread in simplicity, just as 
you have it ; and do not be disturbed if you here 
^and there find a grain of sand which the millstone 
may have suffered to pass. You may hereby 
avoid all the doubts which for a season so horribly 
tormented me. If the Holy Scriptures which 
have been so often copied, and which have so often 
passed through the erring hands of fallible men, 
were absolutely without variation, this would be 
80 great a miracle thai faith in them would be no 
longer faith ! I am astonished, on the contrary, 
that from all those transcriptions there has not 
resulted a greater number of different readings.^' 
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Yes ! Everywhere we have the same Scriptures. 
Enter our Christian libraries and examine our 
Hebrew Bibles : Then go to Jewish synagogues 
and ask the Babbies for their sacred rolls : You 
will find the same books ; they correspond ; they 
minutely agree I What a distance separates us 
in our faith from the doctrines of the Church of 
Bome, — but our Greek Testaments agree I what- 
ever difference may prevail in reference to interpre- 
tation or translation^ as to the original we are one ! 
Again what a distance separates the Latin and 
Greek Church ! but in their Sacred Scriptures, 
(however they interpret them) all agree; their 
variations will not make two schools ; their MSS. 
are the same ! We conclude then, with an assur*» 
ance too well grounded to be shaken, that the 
word, inspired eighteen centuries ago, is still in 
our possession ! the received text (notwithstanding 
the various readings of some 700 MSS.) is worthy 
of all our confidence ; it is the Word of God that 
liveth and abideth for ever. 

II. We have a second point to establish. Our 
received text was given by Inspiration of God. 
. Having satisfied ourselves, on careful examina- 
tion of abundant evidence, that the received text 
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is genuine and authentic^ in a word that the Bible 
is true; it is for the Bible to tell us of its own 
inspiration. Its inspiration is an article of faith 
to be argued not so much from the surpassing 
beauty and wisdom or prophetic character of the 
book, nor from the necessity of the case, but to 
be received on its own testimony. Let the Book 
answer for itself, and it will give us on this sub- 
ject no doubtful or uncertain sound. 

It distinctly assures us " All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God.^' 3 Tim. iii. 16. All scrip- 
ture, every scripture, every portion of the written 
word ! Again — " No prophecy of the scripture is 
of any private interpretation. For the prophecy 
(or teaching) came not in old time (or^ as it is in 
the margin, at any time) by the will of man, but 
holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost.'' (2 Peter i. 20, 21.) Such are 
general statements, and how full, how clear is the 
testimony ! But let us appeal to the case of indu 
vidual writers. The claim of Moses to divine 
inspiration is undeniablcr ^'The Lord said to 
him, who hath made man's mouth ? or who 
maketh the dumb or deaf, or the seeing or the 
blind ? Have not I the Lord ? Now therefore 
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go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee 
what thou shalt say/^ (Exodus iv. 11 and 12.) 
It is the declaration of Holy David; '^The Spirit 
of the Lord spake by me, and his word was in 
my tongue'^ (2 Sam. xxiii. 1, 2.) : While St. 
Peter declares (Acts i. 16), ^' Men and brethren, 
this scripture must needs have been fulfilled which 
the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake ;^^ 
and St. Paul, quoting Psalm xcv. 7, assures us, 
" Wherefore as the Holy Ghost saith, to-day if ye 
will hear his voice ^^ (Heb. iii. 7) ; and in the next 
chapter (verse 7), the form of expression is thus 
changed, ^^He [i.e. God) limiteth a certain day, 
saying in David ;'^ and, once more, our blessed 
Lord himself aflSrms, — " For David himself said 
by the Holy Ghost the Lord said unto my Lord 
sit thou on my right hand till I make thine ene- 
mies thy footstool.^^ Who, after this, can doubt 
the inspiration of the Book of Psalms ? Whil§, 
in the case of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and all the pro- 
phets, how uniformly they proclaim their mes- 
sages to be ^^ the word of the Lord.'' '' Thus 
saith the Lord" was the ordinary style of their 
divine communications ! 

What, again, was the promise of the Saviour to 
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his immediate followers? ^'I have yet many 
things to say unto you^ but ye cannot bear them 

now The Comforter, which is the Holy 

Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, 
he shaU teach you all things and bring all things 
to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto 
you/^ (John xiv. 16, 17, xvi. 12-14.) And how 
expressly do the writers of the New Testament 
avouch the fulfilment of this promise in their own 
cases and in behalf of their brethren ! Hear 
what St. Peter says of Paul's Epistles, and mark 
how he classifies Paul's Epistles with the Old 
Testament scripture ; " Even as our beloved bro- 
ther Paul also according to the wisdom given to 
him ; as also in all his Epistles speaking in them 
of these things ; in which are some things hard 
to be understood, which they that are unlearned 
and unstable wrest, as they do also the other Scrip" 
tureSy unto their own destruction.^' 2 Pet. iii. 1 5, 
16. While St. Paul's own authoritative claim is 
thus expressed — ^^ If any man think himself to be 
a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that 
the things that I write unto you are the command- 
ments of God/^ 1 Cor. xiv. 37. 
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Now, with such testimony before us, on this 
all-important subject, what conclusion shall we 
arrive at ? Shall we regard some parts of Scrip- 
ture as inspired, and others as uninspired ? and 
satisfy ourselves with loose ideas about general 
superintendence, and the inspiration of suggestion, 
and elevation, and human distinctions, which find 
no place in, and no warranty from, the word of 
God? 

Every sentence of the Bible we beUeve is to be 
received as the word of God — ^as far as it is set 
forth as such in the sacred record. " Facts and 
words must be taken in their proper connexion, 
and the morality of words and actions must be 
judged by the rules given in the book itself. JoVs 
friends, for instance, uttered what was partially 
false ; Satan what was wholly untrue ! We must 
apply in such cases the moral standards drawn from 
the clear teaching of the Holy Ghost. Thus shall 
we avoid the danger of making inspiration include 
so much on the one hand as to make the claim 
absurd, and so little on the other as to make it 
worthless V (See " Warrant of Faith,'^ page 225 
and note.) 
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And not the sentence only, I believe the very 
words of Scripture to be inspired. It is plain our 
Lord and his Apostles regarded the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures as verbally inspired. When he 
said, ' Search the Scriptures,^ he meant not only 
the whole Scriptures, but sift every expression, 
weigh every word, note the connexion, mark the 
collocation ! And in this, what a striking ex- 
ample did he set us when rebuking the Sadducees 
for their unbelief! He quoted a text, and on a 
single word in that text he rested all his argument 
for the immortality of man : — ^' Have ye not read 
that which was spoken to you by God, saying, I 
AM the God of Abraham, and the Gt)d of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob ? God is not the God of 
the dead, but of the living. ^^ (Matt. xxii. 29-32).- 
It is not I wasy but I am; and that a word 
(according to the divine teaching of our Lord) 
should legitimately bear this weight of argument^ 
and be so employed and authoritatively used, as 
conclusive in a doctrine of such infinite moment, 
must it not be a Divine word ? Have we here no 
verbal inspiration ? 

I shall be met, I know, with a host of objecv 
tibns, which I confess I am not careful to answer* 
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7%e very words inspired! 

But has not each writer his own peculiar style 
and method and manner ? Certainly, we reply ; 
but just as the sanctifying influence of the Holy 
Spirit, whUe it makes the man a new creature in 
Christ Jesus, by no means extinguishes all indi- 
vidual difference of character, — no more do his 
extraordinary gifts in the matter of inspiration. 

The very words inspired! 

But have we not variations in the report of the 
same discourse? Take, for instance, the Sermon 
on the Mount — or the words of the Lord^s prayer ! 
I reply; Our Saviour often repeated the same 
discourse in isubstance, and may more than once 
have taught the Lord's prayer; — both Evan- 
gelists record the words it was their special pri- 
vilege to hear. 

But the various readings! How, I ask, can 
they prove that the original text was not Divinely 
inspired ? The present condition of the text can 
in no way prove that what the inspired author 
wrote was not the word of God. 

JBut does not an inspired Apostle disclaim, in 
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one of his epistles, in some things that he writes, 
Divine authority ? Does he not say in one place — 
" I think also that I have the Spirit of God ?'' I 
reply : When treating of the duties of the married 
(1 Cor. vii. 6) St. Paul writes, " I speak this by per- 
mission and not of commandment,^^ — ^the probable 
meaning is that he is giving a permission to some, 
not issuing a command to all: When he adds, 
" Unto the married / command, yet not I, but 
the Lordy* — ^he means the Lord Jesus decided the 
matter when he was upon earth ! When he uses 
the opposite language, '' to the rest speak I, not 
the Lord : I have no commandment of the Lord,^' 
he acknowledges that our Lord himself had said 
nothing on the subject \ and in the 40th ver. the 
Greek word rendered ^' / think *^ does not there 
necessarily imply any doubt or uncertainty. Dr. 
Wardlaw, Mr. Parry, and Mr. Birks all take this 
view of these expressions. I can only add — it is 
easy to raise doubts and cavils and objections, 
and even, as some have done, to ridicule this 
solemn subject. And while there are some 
questions relative to it which are hard to answer 
simply because the subject is too high for us, and 
we cannot attain to it, many a difficulty would 
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vanish if less presumption and more patient in- 
vestigation^ accompanied by humility and faith^ 
were exercised! Bash conclusions^ and hasty 
conjectures must be carefully avoided^ and the 
subject approached with the conviction that while 
*' that which is revealed ^' belongs to us to receive, 
there are " secret things " connected with it which 
belong alone to God ! He has told us^ all Scrip* 
ture is inspired ! Single words we find quoted, 
even by our Lord, as of Divine authority ! The 
universality of inspiration in reference to all the. 
books of Holy Scripture, and its particularity in 
reference even to the words must be gratefully 
acknowledged. And in every approach to this 
sacred subject we should remember the caution — 
" Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the ground 
whereon thou standest is holy ground/^ 

In conclusion. If we have the genuine text of 
Holy Scripture, and if that text has been given 
by inspiration of God, in what spirit should it b^ 
received? What authority shall we ascribe 
to it ? 

Shall we sit in judgment upon the contents of 
Holy Scripture^ and study it in the same spirit^ 
as we would read a play of Sophocles, or peruse a^ 



book, of* Tbucydide^? Skilt we^ in the iixeyerent^ 
spirit of Biodei^ criticism^ subject Godfs bolyr 
Word) to the test of a proud and self-sufficient 
examination^ and theiji pronounce the received tei^t 
untenable^ in^pi^ed' apostles mistaken, the. sacred 
page inaecurate, and its narratLves cbacgeable vd&i 
discrepancy ? Shall we deem this quotation' from» 
the Old Testament Scriptu^ icrelevant^ and that 
argument weak and inconclusive when subjeicted 
to th^ logic of the Schools ? Shall we retain thi^ 
book and reject the other ; and consider ourselvea 
atr libesty ta mak;e a Bible for ourselves according 
to. our own proud notions of what may be rational^ 
or philosophical? This^ indeed, were to lay impipUA 
hands upon the ark oC God. We demand of you 
in Gt>d^s name, a fall surrender of yourselves, in 
all matters of faith and duty, to the authority, 
of God's 'holy Word. Ita authority, as, a Divine^ 
Keyelation, has< been established by : evidence 
moraUy. irresistible ; and, with the rapt at-c 
tention and devout submissioa q£ the Prophet, 
as you open the book and r^d its siacred pages,Tr^ 
it is your's to exdaim ^^ Speak, Lord, for thy 
servant heareth I^' We. must t^U you, for we 
are bound to do so, that its doctrines are some-. 



34 IT 18 WRITTEN. 

thing more than the sport of rival controversy, — 
that the Bible speaks in no doubtful terms, 
challenges obedience in no tremulous accents. 
In words of faithful warning, and yet of infinite 
love, it proclaims to every hearer, " He that 
believeth shall be saved ! He that beheveth not 
.«hall be damned ! " 

Does any one ask — ^what am I to believe ? You 
Are to believe, on the authority of God^s word, 
4;hat you are a guilty sinner doomed to death, lost, 
wretched, ruined ! That God so loved you that 
He has sent His Son to die for you, in whom by 
faith you have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of all your sins f That the Blessed 
Comforter, in all his saving grace, is waiting to 
teach you your need of Christ, to bring yoiw to 
Him, to reveal to your souls, as taught in the 
sacred page, the freeness and fulness of His great 
salvation! That the blood of Jesus Christ the 
Son of God cleanseth us from all sin ! That his 
righteousness is unto all and upon all them that 
believe ! That His grace is sufficient for us I 
That, you are welcome and commanded to fly to 
the throne of grace, where God waiteth to be 
gracious ! That you are saved and blessed for 
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ever, if you accept the invitation ! That you are 
irretrieveably lost if you despise it ! That now is- 
the accepted time^ and now the day of salvation ! 
That He who never yet cast out a returning peni- 
tent, will assuredly not cast out thee ! 

Believest thou this ? It is written I and there- 
fore demands the full homage of thine heart. 

^'Receive with meekness the engrafted word, 
which is able to save your souls." 



A 



THE DATSMAK 



" He is not a man» as I am, that I should answer him^ 
and we should come together in judgment. Neither is there 
any daysman betwixt us, that he might lay his hand upon \i$ 
both.-— Job ix. 32, 33. 

A DAYSMAN means an Arbitrator^ or Umpire 
between two parties, bestowing, as it were, "bl 
day/^—or a certain portion of some particular 
day, according to engagement, to judge and decide 
a controversy. Mediator, arbitrator is the pre- 
cise meaning of the term in our text ; one who is, 
by the consent of both parties, to judge between 
them and settle their differences. 

Instead of the words "Neither is there '^ many 
MSS. suggest the reading — "I wish there 
were,'' — "0 that there were'* a Mediator, or 
Advocate, to judge between us both. And who, 
when he becomes sensible of his true character as 
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a .^oiky condemned Hinuer in ti.e si^ rf « 
infinitely Holy God,— becomes mat deeply sen- 
sible, at thesame time, at his need of a Mediator 
— ^an Advocate ? It is die dictate of oonsdenoe 
and of reason, manifested in the .universal pveva- 
•lence of sacrifice and desire for mediation, that 
<wli^;e guilt has been contracted by transgression, 
Jbhere propitiation is demanded, and a Mediator 
needed — " a daysman^' to «tand betwixt the aiimer 
and his judge, to lay his hands upon them both. 
What joyful news liien to the 'seE^condemned 
•transgressor to be told, '^ If any man sin, we have 
^n advocate with the Father, Jesus tChrist the 
righteous, and he is the propitiation for our sins!'' 
This advocate can indeed lay his 'hands upon us 
both : He hims^ has made peace bythe blood of 
his cross, and now laying his hand on the guilty 
smner,— perhaps, I may say, kindly and com- 
passionately taking him by the band, like some 
kind brother, he brings the prodigal back to his 
ofiended Father; while, with the other liand, he 
points to his wounds and all the marks of vica- 
rious suffering he has endiured; <Him the Father 
always heareth-; the plea is irresistible; '^He is 
gracious, and saith, deliver him from going down 
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to the pit : I have found a ransom/^ Job xxxiii. 
24. '^ God is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins^ and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.^' 
On the one hand^ as the sinner's surety^ tempted 
as he has been^ and of the same nature^ full of 
tenderness and sympathy^ he assures of accept- 
ance^ and encourages confiding approach to his 
Father and our Father, his God and our God : On 
the other, co-equal with the Father, God of (Jod, 
Very God of Very God, He pleads the merits of 
his sacrificial death, the perfection of his justifying 
Bighteousncss ; and thus, having by the one obla- 
tion of himself once offered made fall atonement, 
he now effects reconciliation ; and, in Himself, the 
Son of God and yet the sinner's friend, he brings 
together again, reconciles and everlastingly unites 
the rebellious erring child and the justly offended 
Father. Brethren, what peace — soUd and abiding — 
could ever find a place in a sinner's heart apart 
from such a propitiation and such a Mediator ? 
When Job uttered the words of the text, his faith 
was weak and he seems scarcely to have known 
'^ on whom he had believed;" how dark, depressed 
and wretched then was his condition I How 
different from that state of holy confidence and 
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lively joy when he exclaimed—" I know that my 
Redeemer liveth ! '^ that this day, in contem- 
plating the office of Jesus Christ as the Mediator, 
the daysman betwixt the sinner and his God, 
Himself perfect God and perfect man, and there- 
fore competent to lay his hand upon them both, 
we may, in some measure at least, experience that 
strong consolation, which is the happy portion of 
all who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the 
hope set before them in the Gospel ! 

It will have been already discovered that our 
subject is one of deep, practical, and eternal im- 
port; afibrding, — 'not matter for curious argument 
or barren speculation, but demanding, on the 
authority of God^s Holy Word, prayerful atten- 
tion and docility of heart and mind. In this spirit 
let us approach the high and noble subject that 
is before us : It has depths we can never fathom, 
and heights we can never scale ; let us curb ima- 
gination and repress unhallowed curiosity. While 
we speak of the proper Deity and perfect Manhood 
of our Bedeemer, let us remember we contemplate 
'^ the great mystery of godliness,^' a mystery so 
far, and only so far revealed, as it is connected 
with the mediatorial office he sustains on our 
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behsQf^ and cdlcnlated to effect odr hearts and bind 
lis in holy difivotion to his service. 

I. Our first PirO^sition is, in the i^drds of 
St. Piul, " Th^ke is dot; MEbiATOK betW^k 
<JbD AND Men, the mian Christ J^us; 'who gave 
Himself ^ ratisom for iall.'' 1 Tun. 'ii. 5, 6. 

Novv/such a MedisLtolr is absolutely neicesssalry. 
If 'God be iiideed the infinitely holy Being, and 
man the sinfiil creature we a^e assured 'his is, 
reason and conscience (to pass by for a moment the 
tlBstimony of Scripturie on this subject) tell tis that 
to effect atonement, meditition is necessarily 
riequired. The circUniifttances ci the sinlilir 
demand it; he is a rebel'; he is -to -enemy to 
God by wicked w6i!ls; hfc is naturally laverse to 
all return and renewed intercourse with the Holy 
One Whb inhabiteth eternity, iaiifl th^re is no 
possibility of reconciliation until all Enmity tod 
alienation be fhlly and finally remoted. 

Oh the bther hand,-^^hater6r be the pity tod 
iconipassionate love of ' God ' towards gnilty man, 
it'would'be to comjiromise'the'ess^titiil attributes 
of Deity, and to dishon6\ir his o#n infinite perfec- 
tions before kngels tod men, th^t G6d sboiild 
welcome to his pres^ii'ce tod 'receive 'into his 
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"biYOi!, 8 r^bel in the very act of liostQitj:^ gpurli- 
ing his authority^ halting Him/ and in the worda 
of'holy Job*— "running upon the thiciL 'bosses of 
his buckler/^ 

The guilty, in his own person, may not approach 
'the thrice Holy God: Were be to attempt to do 
ISO, the law at once arrests him with the demand 
of perfect obedience ; the attributes of Deity, like 
Jightning, would dart iotth. and cQtistmie him as 
in a moment; he is neither invited nor permitted : 
To %he. unrighteous and unholy, our Godis aeon- 
^Buming fire. 

We may proceed a st^p further; and, I think, 
a little eonsidersltion will shew us some i^eees- 
sary qualifications such a Mediator must .possess. 
'The daysman lays his hands upon both the. eon- 
tending parties; where then, (as in the case 
before us,) the one;))arty is the Almighty Creator, 
and the other his creature man, Deity and ^man- 
hood must be united in the person of the Media- 
tor; the daysman must necessarily possess the 
nature of them both. Again, he must of necessi^ 
haye -somewhatto offer ia behalf of ^ the offender. 
Guilt must be expiated, cud the broken )aw must 
be magnified, ere reconciliation can be effected. 
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The demands of justice^ on the one hand^ must be 
fuDy met ; — on the other, the estrangement and 
enmity of fallen humanity must be removed and 
perfect confidence on the part of the penitent 
restored. 

We must feel at once, that our "daysman'' 
must possess qualifications no creature can lay 
claim to. The highest angel is still a creature, and 
therefore unable to justify a guilty sinner, nor has 
he either Divine or human nature: An angel, 
therefore, while unable in behalf of man to satisfy 
the demand of justice, is disqualified by his very 
nature to act as daysman between us both. Nor 
can any man redeem his brother; we are all 
alike fallen and ruined, so that we " must let that 
alone for ever ! '' The daysman then we need, a 
little careful thought must show us, is one who is 
both the Mighty God and the child bom, — the 
Word made flesh, — ^Emmanuel God with us ! 

But let us pass from what the necessity of the 
case apparently requires, to consider what the 
word of God positively and authoritatively de- 
clares. We pass from the region of disputation 
and conjecture, and enquire Wha^t is written f 
What saith the Lord f 
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How express is the Apostle in the words abeady 
quoted : ^' There is one God, and one Mediator 
between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus ^^ 
(1 Tim. ii. 5.). He is "the Mediator of a better 
covenant ^' (Heb. viii. 6.) : " The Mediator of 
the New Testament^' (Heb. ix. 15; xii. 24.). 
''He made intercession for the transgressors^' 
(Isaiah liii. 12.). ''It is Christ that died, yea 
rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right 
hand of God, who also maketh intercession for 
us " (Romans viii. 34.). " He ever liveth to make 
intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25.). "We 
have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous, and he is the propitiation for our 
sins'' (1 John ii. 1.). "Christ is entered into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 
God for us" (Heb. ix. 24.). 

As the covenant of grace is an everlasting 
covenant — so, in the counsel of Jehovah, fix)m 
everlasting was Jesus appointed its Mediator 1 
The purpose of Redemption was no afterthought, 
to meet the exigency of Adam's fall ; " known 
unto God are all his works from the beginning of 
the world." As the covenant is the everlasting 
covenant ; — ^as the sacrifice by which it was ratified 
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was the Lamb slain 6om the Ibundation.of the 
•wavld^ — so Je&us^ the Son of. God^ who^ ,ia, ithe 
fdhiess of timc^ was bom of a woman and made 
'Under the law^ was from eternity appointed itsMedi- 
ator; our daysman to "lay hicf head upon us bpth/' 

In due time he was manifested : At'his^inaaima- 
tion the Mediator began that wondrous work of 
^carious obedience even uuto deatibi which is laid 
in Zion as the foundation of all our confidence 
•and hope : Then " He gaye himself for our mns" 
.(Gal. i. 4.). He " died for us the just .forlthe lin- 
guist to bring us unto God" He sustained the 
double (Character of. Priest and. sacrifice ; (He was 
'the Offerer and the ^offering.; land >when on the 
cross the cried "It is 'finished/^ he consummated 
in >man'fi behalfy a full perfect and sufficient 
sacrifice^ oblation and satisfaction for the < sins ^of 
the whole world! i v 

JBut that same Jesus who (died : on ^CalTaiy has 
^en again : He »has ascended. on high-; :and in 
our natttre is set down on the raght hand of ithe 
throne of the majesty in -the heavens* . " Thither 
the forerunner is for us entered^ even, Jesus, made 
«n 'High 'Priest '.fot ever .after the order of Mel- 
chiscdec/' Heb.'Vi.30. He is now "aprieatupon 
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his thronft/^ Zeck yi. 13. As oiic& He died, so. 
nim he Utes fov ii!»!^^*He eyeir liVeth to' make 
ialei^Cessioa for ii» !' I& our behalf he pleads thei 
merit of his sacrifice : In his own name he pre^ 
sents before his Father the prayers of saints : He 
sends us the promised Comforter and in the «x- 
parieoce of hia grace^ though personally Heaven 
is hb abode^ wt reabse his' blessed promkej 
^^Lo! I am with you always ev^ unto the end 
of the worW 

And &efi m& he ''appear again without sin 
unto salvati(»i.^ AB judgment is eommitted 
unto Him^ because he id the Son of Man. " If we 
b^HeVe that Jesus died and rose again^ Even so^ 
th^xi also that sleep in Jesus wilt God bring with 
him. .... . For the Lord himself shall de&c^!id 

from heaven with a shout> with the v(»ee c^ the 
archangel and wiih the trump 6f God : and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first, ^fl^n we which are 
aliv« attd renKain shall be eaUght up togeth^ with 
them in the clouds to felieet the "LopA in the air> 
and «K> shall we ever be with thie Lord. •' Where- 
fore eomfoirt one ianother with these words/^ 
]'The«8.it.'H&e. ' . : 

' With^ this bri!ef slcetch of the gracious work ouv 
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Mediator has accomplished and still sustains in 
our behalf^ I desire, in the second place, to direct 
attention to the glory of his person : " Emmanuel, 
God with us" 

II. He is the Son of God. 

This title is ascribed to the Redeemer — ^as the 
first begotten from the dead. In the synagogue 
at Antioch, St. Paul declared (Acts xiii. 32, 33) : 
''We declare unto you glad tidings, how that the 
promise which was made unto the fathers, God 
hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in 
that He hath raised up Jesus again ; as it is also 
written in the second Fsalm, Thou art my Son : 
■ this day have I begotten thee.^^ Again : Jesus is 
the Son of God in respect of his prsetematural 
birth. The angers words to Mary are express 
(Luke i. 35) : " The Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the highest shall oversha- 
dow thee : therefore also that holy thing that shall 
be bom of thee shall be called the Son of God.'' 

But, not in virtue of his resurrection only, or 
the mystery of his incarnation, is Jesus the Son 
of God; there is yet a higher, more mysterious 
sense in which this title is peculiar to the Be« 
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deemer. In the accurate language of our second 
Article — " The Son, which is the word of the 
Father, begotten from everlasting of the Father, 
the very and eternal God, and of one substance 
with the Father, took man's nature in the womb 
of the blessed Virgin, of her substance, so that 
two whole and perfect natures, that is to say, the 
godhead and manhood were joined together in 
one person, never to be divided ; whereof is one 
Christ; very God and very man; who truly 
suffered, was crucified, dead and buried to recon- 
cile his Father to us, and to be a sacrifice not 
only for original guilt, but also for actual sins of 
men/' 

Of the Divine nature, in its essential existence, 
we know, so as to comprehend and explain it, 
absolutely nothing. His being and the nature and 
manner of his existence is a mystery hidden from 
the most profound investigation, the most labo- 
rious research and the most subtle penetration of 
his creatures. ^' Canst thou by searching find 
out God ? Canst thou find out the Almighty to 
perfection ? It is high as heaven ; what canst 
thou do? Deeper than hell; what canst thou 
know V We are told that there is one God, — 
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that Gk>d y& a Spmt^-^wO' aire commanded to be 
ba{»tibed in the name of th(B Father^ and o£ tlilb 
$00^ and of the Qolyr Ghost ; and to. Father^ Son^ 
and H^Iy Gliost. Diivine titles^ aiitoibutea^ apd pue^ 
rogativeSy are everywhere asoribed. We ace fiar*- 
tiier expressly told that the Son '^^ became flesh/^^ 
and dwelt among'u9, and died for us men. and for 
our salva^bibn^ If^ coiicemin^ much connecte<| 
with these high subjects^ you adc me ^MIow can it 
be?^' I rqply, We know not; it is a secret thing 
that belongs to. God > it is high we cannot attain toi 
it I Our belief in the vesy being of God id: the belu^ 
of a profound mystery. We admit the i^ighty truth, 
involving His eternity^ omnipotence^ ubiquity^ and 
infinite wisdom^ for the greatest absurdities must 
4ow ixovfk its. denial. ]S[othiQg can be Recounted 
for> unless we admit the existence of the great f^ I 
am I ^^ If on the admission of this truth there be 
diffkulfy we caAnot ^jiaster^ impombU^ity, is the 
only altecnatiye t On this subject we must needa 
choose, between mystery and. absuxdity. Inex*^ 
pKcahle itself, the mysliery exphuns all beside> 
pouring a flood of light . on w^t > are otherwise 
impenetrable obscurities ; itself remaining all the 
while of mysteries, the moat mysteifious, infiaur« 
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mountable, Unapproachable. Now, if the Being 
of Deity be a truth itself so shrouded in mystery, 
that " He maketh darkness his secret habitation, 
and thick clouds his pavilion to cover Him,^^ who 
amongst us shall venture to dispute or speculate 
on the nature of his Being ajid manner of His 
existence; affirming either more, or admitting 
less, than God has himself been pleased to re* 
veal upon the subject in the word of truth ? 
Who, for instance, in denial of revelation the 
clearest and most explicit, shall pretend that his 
intellectual powers are so fully able to grasp the 
subject of the Divine Unity as to pronounce its 
incompatibility with the doctrine of a plurality of 
persons ? Or who shall venture to deny the two- 
fold nature of the Mediator, that the Son became 
flesh, and now in heaven is united to humanity, 
because it surpasses finite comprehension to con» 
ceive, much more explain, this " great mystery of 
godliness ?'^ It is a great fact stated on evidence 
morally irresistible ; and it is at the peril of our 
souls we reject the testimony of divine truth in 
relation to it ; it were a sin the most presumptuous 
and most dangerous. Say not the doctrine is 
''unreasonable!*' — ^Can you prove it so? Say 

s 
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not the fact is " impossible ! '' — for who art 
thouy mail; that judgest ? God^ and not man, 
is, the judge of religious truth ! The revelation 
of divine truth, and the rule of our faith, is to be 
sought in the written word; and, when Grod is 
pleased to speak, it is the best employment and 
most dignified office of human reason to be the 
grateful and the docile learner I On such matters, 
faith is the noblest and the loftiest act of reason ! 

But, in pursuance of our subject, we must care- 
fully enquire — Is it indeed the clear and explicit 
testimony of Holy Scripture that the Daysman, our 
Redeemer the Lord Jesus Christ, is both Divine 
JEind Human, perfect God and perfect Man ? 

This is a deep question of Theology. Our 
appeal must be to the Holy Scripture, and its 
doctrine must be held final and decisive on the 
subject. I adduce then, for the present, three Old 
Testament texts, and omitting all other evidence 
from the Old Testament Scriptures, replete as they 
are with undeniable proof, am prepared to establish 
the doctrine of the two-fold nature, the proper 
Deity and perfect manhood of the Mediator, on 
the authority of these alone. 
,^ I quote,, first, (Isaiah vii^ 14). ^' The Lord 
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Himself sball give you a sign; Behold a Virgin 
shall conceive^ and bear a Son^ and shall call his 
name Immanuel;'* "which," writes St. Matthew, 
quoting this very text (i. 23), "being interpreted is, 
" God with us/' The Virgin's Son is therefore 
God with us. That child is God and Man. 

Let me quote, secondly, (Isaiah ix. 6). " Unto 
us a child is bom, unto us a Son is given : and 
the Government shall be upon his shoujder : and 
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
the Mighty God, the everlasting Father, the 
Prince of peace.'' This child bom is the Mighty 
God. 

And once more: In King Herod's days all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people with 
one consent declared, when Herod demanded of 
them where Christ should be bom, — "in Beth- 
lehem, for thus it is written by the Prophet ;" and 
they quoted Micah's words (chap. v. 2) ; and 
mark the exalted terms in which the infant 
bom in Bethlehem is there described. "But 
thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little 
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee 
shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in 
Israel; whose goings forth have been bom of 
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old, from everlasting/' What words can more 
expressly declare the infant Jesus the Eternal 
God? 

We "turn next to the New Testament evidence, 
and two quotations shall suffice. I read (John i. 
1 and 24). '* In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. And the Word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us.'' While St. Paul writes (1 Tim. iii. 16), 
*' Without controversy great is the mystery of god- 
liness, God was manifest in the flesh." 

Such testimony cannot be shaken. The Scrip- 
ture cannot be broken. The Mediator is perfect 
Crod; — omnipotent, '' able to subdue all things 
unto himself," " upholding all things by the word 
of his power;" — omniscient, "Searching the 
hearts and the reins;" — inmiutable, "He 
abideth faithful, he cannot deny himself;" — 
selfexistent, the great "I am;"— eternal, "Alpha 
and Omega," the first and the last. The Church 
adores Him, "God over all blessed for ever." 
The Hosts of Heaven worship Him, " Worthy is 
the lamb that was slain." The Father Himself ad- 
dresses Him; " Unto the Son He saith, thy throne, 
O God ! is for ever and ever." Again : the Me- 
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diator is perfect Man ; He was '' bom of a 
woman^ made unto the law/' — I say a perfect 
Man^ and therefore sinless : ^^ He came to be the 
lamb without spot/' '^ Sin (as St. John saith) was 
not in Him ! '' " Christ in the truth of our nature^ 
was made like unto us in all things^ sin only 
except, from which he was clearly void, both in his 
flesh and in his spirit/^ Art. xv. He increased in 
wisdom and stature, he hungered and thirsted, he 
slept on the stormy lake, he sighed " Ephphatha ! " 
he groaned in spirit, he wept at the grave of 
Lazarus, he sweat great drops of blood, a soldier 
pierced his side and there came thereout blood 
and water. He was '^ in all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin,'' he " suflFered being 
tempted," he is the babe that was laid in the 
manger, the child Jesus who tarried behind at 
Jerusalem, the man Christ Jesus who hved and 
died and was buried and rose again and was 
taken up into glory: — Surely! brethren, the 
proof is complete ! If Scripture evidence be 
required, we have it in every aspect in which we 
can contemplate the Redeemer — satisfactory and 
most convincing. As truly, as there is one 
God, so truly there is one Mediator, the Man 
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Christ Jesus. And, in closing this head of my 
discourse, let me beg of you to suffer the word 
of exhortation addressed to us by the Apostle 
St. John, as applicable to our own as it was 
necessary in apostolic days, — "Beloved, believe 
not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are 
of God : because many false prophets are gone out 
into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God : 
Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh is of God : And every spirit that 
confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of 
antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should 
come; and even now already is it in the world.^' 
(1 John iv. 1-3). 

III. And now mark the'suPREME importance 
OF THE SUBJECT ou which oiu* attention has been 
engaged. Could it be proved that the doctrine of 
the true Deity of Christ and his assumption of 
human nature were nothing more than a piece of 
intellectual information, — a theological specula- 
tion, a mere abstract theory, it were not worth 
contending for or even bringing under notice. It 
is however a doctrine of primary importance, a fun- 
damental principle of the Gospel, the very key* 
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Stone in the broad arch of Christianity. The man 
who regards his Saviour as a mere creature, can 
have no just view of his own state as a ruined 
sinner, nor of the great salvation the gospel pro* 
poses for his acceptance ! A denial of the Saviour's 
Deity deprives his death of all atoning efficacy ; 
his blood no longer cleanses from all sin; his 
righteousness no longer justifies the ungodly; 
the sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit are 
withheld; all spiritual rehgion becomes a mere 
mockery and name ! beware how you abandon 
the Christianity of the Bible for a system of cold 
negation, which, under colour of simpUfying the 
blessed truths of the gospel, in fact obscures and 
obliterates all their glory. Beware how you 
exchange a religion of devout affection, of holy 
ardent love to God, for one of cold and barren 
distrust and speculation, that leaves the heart 
desolate and the soul dead ! ^^ God so loved the 
world that he gave his ardy ' begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.'^ .... ^' In this was mani- 
fested the love of God towards us, because that 
God sent his only begotten Son into the world that 
we might live through him.'' • • • • '^ He that 
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SPARED not his own Son, but freely gave him up 
for us all^ how shall lie not with him also freely 
give us all things V^ .... Talk of (lod's love as 
shown in the beauties of nature^ and manifested 
in the bounties of Providence, but deny his 
infinite love for sinners as shown in the gift of his 
only begotten Son^ and such profession can only 
be regarded as the delusion of a deceived heart 
. — as a mockery truly hateful in his sight ! My 
brethren, '^ herein is love (as though there were 
love in nothing else), not that we loved God but 
that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.^' The sinner who loves 
not God as his reconciled Father in Jesus Christ 
can never truly love him as his Creator and Pre*, 
server ! To such the awful words are applicable, 
'^ I know you that ye have not the love of God in 
you,^' — not that '^ove which is shed abroad in the 
heart by the Holy Ghost who is given unto us.*' 
Such a system makes man his owil Saviour, and 
Christ to have died in vain ; and such a faith can 
never realise the power of those touching words — 
^' We love him because he first loved us.*' 

let me assure my readers that ''there is 
salvation in none other/' If we have not a divine 
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Saviour, our ruin is irretrievable — not a sinner 
can be saved ! We need righteousness to justify; 
and it is beyond tbe power of angels or of men 
to give us of their merit ; they at the best are but 
'' unprofitable servants/' they ^^ can do no more 
than it is their duty to do '/^ and can never there- 
fore give us of their righteousness ! We need a 
sacrifice for sin, — an atoning sacrifice, a sacrifice to 
expiate the iniquities of us all; and who but 
" the Lamb of God'' can take away the sin of the 
world? Help has been laid upon one that is 
mighty; our Redeemer is mighty, the Lord of 
Hosts is his name; and while we declare unto 
you, ^^ neither is there salvation in any other," we 
assure you that you need none other I for ^^ He is 
able to save to the uttermost all that come unto 
God by him." 

Yes, " in Christ Jesus our Lord we have bold- 
ness, and access with confidence by the faith of 
him." "We have boldness to enter into the 
holiest, even heaven itself, by the blood of Jesus." 
Our Daysman is that ladder Jacob saw, set up on 
earth in his human nature and reaching to heaven 
in his divine nature : God stands above it, and 
communes with his creature Man at the foot of 
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it ! Angels pass and repass upon it^ ministering 
to the heirs of salvation 1 Thus intercourse is 
renewed between heaven and earthy communion 
between God and man, till at length God.calls the 
happy believer to himself; then earth is exchanged 
for heaven^ time for eternity^ he '^enters into the 
joy of his Lord/' 



THE ATONEMENT. 



" Now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off ore 
made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace." — 
EphtMiant ii. 13, 14. 

His name^ writes the Prophet Isaiah^ shall be 
called '^the Prince of Peace!'' The Prophet 
Micah^ foretelling Messiah's birth-place^ an- 
nounced his office, " This man shall be the peace;'' 
and more than seven hundred years after this 
prophecy was delivered, when the angel of the 
Lord proclaimed to the shepherds of Bethlehem 
the birth of Jesus, '^ suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God, and saying. Glory to God in the highest, on 
earth peace, goodwill toward men ! " The burden 
of his ministry was peace ; " he came and preached 
peace ; " he died to purchase it ; " he made peace 
by the blood of his cross ; " and now what is the 
Gospel message but ^^ Peace, peace to him that is^ 
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afar off and bim that is near^ saith the Lord " ? 
and, to all who by faith receive the gracious mes- 
sage, it brings that '^ peace of Grod which passeth 
all understanding/' 

" Peace '^ is the happy subject of my discourse; 
— peace with man on the part of God, peace with 
God on the part of man ! Reconciliation, atone- 
ment — at-one-ment, in and through and by our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

And 0, that while we speak on this hallowed 
subject, some sinner, now a rebel and in arms 
against the majesty of heaven, may be led by 
divine grace to throw away the arms of his rebel- 
lion, and, instead thereof, to take up the cross, 
and follow him who died thereon ! 

For, the proclamation of peace necessarily pre- 
supposes a state of alienation and rebellion. What 
a sad and humiliating truth this forces upon our 
thought! God made man "upright'^ — in His 
own divine image. His heart was pure, his mind 
unclouded, his soul imsullied, and in the first 
Adam, as he came &om his Maker^s hands, angels 
traced the likeness of their Great Creator : he was 
very good ! And our first parents as they walked 
^ and communed with God in Paradise were beheld 
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by him with satisfaction and delight. But they 
PELL ! " How is the gold become dim ! How 
is the most fine gold changed V You know the 
history of our first parents^ fall; and their chil- 
dren, it is written, were bom in their own fallen 
image — their own sinful likeness; so that, not 
many chapters af ter^ it is recorded, " God looked 
Upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt ; for 
all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth */' 
" God saw that the wickedness of man was great 
in the earth, and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually ; '^ 
and, except Noah and his family, God swept them 
all away with a flood. 

But, is fallen man better now than he was 
then ? — ^less an enemy by wicked works ? less a 
rebel against God? How was it in Jeremiah^s 
day ? " The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked: who can know it?'' 
How was it in our Saviour's day ? ^' Out of the 
heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies." 
Still, by nature, man is God's enemy by wicked 
works, and upon his guilty soul rests the awful 
B^itence of conaemnation, '^ the soul that sinneth^ 
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it sliall die.'' In the eye of the Majesty of 
Heaven what a scene of rebellion must this guilty 
world present I Old men trembling on the brink 
of the grave^ and just about to appear at his bar^ 
still braving his wrath ; strong men^ possessing^ 
as his gift^ the full energy of life^ using^ as wea- 
pons of hostility, the very mercies which should 
be consecrated to his service ; women, too timid 
to face an earthly foe, bold in afironting his awful 
majesty; little children, as soon as they are 
bom, going astray and speaking lies, and lifting 
up their puny hands, each act of transgression 
they commit, in impotent defiance of his holy 
law ! Surely, there is need of peace. Without 
peace, what a perpetuity of misery — ^what an end 
finally awaits us ! 

But how shall peace be effected ? How shall 
rebel-man become the devoted servant? How 
shall the guilty, polluted sinner become the par-* 
doned, the holy and adopted child of God ? Not 
only so : How shall the majesty of the broken 
law be vindicated, and the truth of threatened 
punishment be verified? On the one hand; 
how shall divine displeasure be turned away, and 
the Moral Governor of the Universe receive back 
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again to his righteous favour rebellious man ? 
The thrice holy God can never regard with indif- 
erence the sin of man. True ! Divine displeasure 
is a far different thing from man^s resentment ; 
but^ in the face of intelligent creation^ how^ apart 
from some striking mark of judicial disapproba* 
tion, shall the sinner be reprieved? How^ in 
this urgent case^ shall mercy and truth meet 
together^ righteousness and peace kiss each other? 
On the other hand; how shall the sinner be 
divested of his enmity against 6od^ . and be 
made willing ^' in grateful love and holy homage 
henceforth to fulfil his will ? To restate the case; 
—Supposing the sinner penitent, could penitence 
annihilate the past? Could present or future 
obedience acquit him of past obligation ? But 
he is not penitent I He is a rebel still I And how 
shall his enmity be destroyed ? . • . How shall 
Grod be just and the justifier of the transgressor ? 
And how shall the prodigal' become the penitent, 
the foe become the friend, and all alienation be 
removed ? 

Here is a twofold question to be answered — ^a 
double difficulty to be met. Indeed, my brethren, 
these are anxious* questions; but questions, I may 
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truly say, the Bible was writteft to answer. "Bless 
the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his bene- 
fits : who FOBGiVETH all thine iniquities ; who 
HEALETH all thy diseases/^ How full, explicit, 
and satisfactory is the reply 1 Not only has a 
Mediator been appointed, who has received gifts 
for man— even the Holy Spirit in all his renewing 
sanctifying power ; but an atonement has been 
MADE ! Gould we quote no other text, how plain 
are the words you have already heard: "Now 
in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far oflF are 
made nigh by the blood of Christ : for He is our 

PEACE." 

The reconciliation then must be mutual-- to be 
effectual. God's anger must be averted &om the 
guilty : Man's enmity to God must be removed. 
In the words of our second Article, " Christ truly 
suffered, was crucified, dead and buried, to recon- 
cile his Father to us, and to be a sacrifice, not 
only for original guilt, but also for the actual 
sins of man.'' On the other hand, we are familiar 
with the words, " above all things ye must give 
most humble and hearty thanks to God, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, for the 
redemption of the world by the death and passion 
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of our Saviour Jesus Christ, both God and man ; 
who did humble himself, even to the death upon 
the cross, for us, miserable sinners, who lay in 
darkness and the shadow of death ; that he might 
make us the children of God and exalt us to ever- 
lasting life." And how fully is this, the doctrine 
our Scriptural Church, borne out and authorized 
by the Word of God ! 

Let me quote here but one passage, for we will 
not build our argument on a word ; turn then to 
2 Cor. V. 19. &c. "God was in Christ recon- 
ciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them, and hath committed unto us 
the word of reconciliation." No doubt "recon- 
ciliation," here is the effect of what was done, and 
not the DEED itself: What was the deed then, on 
account of which, — or for the sake of which, — God 
imputed not their trespasses unto men ? and who 
effected that deed in their behalf ? The twenty- 
first verse will tell us, " He hath made him (even 
Jesus) who knew no sin, to be sin for us, (i.e. a 
sin-offering), that we might be made the righ- 
teousness of God in Him,^^ There is a difference 
between reconciliation and its meritorious cause^ 
— the atonement and the atonement moneyj 

p 
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— the redemption and the redemption price. 
Our^s is not merely forgiveness, but a purchased 
forgiveness : Christ gave " his life a Ransom (Matt, 
XX. 28.) for many:'' His blood was the Price 
of our deliverance ; " Ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as silver and gold, but with 
the precious blood of Christ.'' (1 Pet. i. 18, 19.) 
By such expressions we are purely taught that we 
are delivered from the penal consequences of sin, 
in virtue of the death of Christ ; that he was our 
surety, our substitute, who '' died for us (or in our 
stead) the just for the unjust to bring us to God." 
But this doctrine is denied : It was the Soci- 
nian artifice to regard the reconciliation spoken of 
in Scripture as appertaining only to man, and to 
deny the propitiation by which God is reconciled 
to the guilty : Admitting its moral influence in 
reference to man, its judicial bearing in reference 
to God is denied; and all idea of expiation and 
sacrifice for sin by the death of Christ, is resolved 
into the figurative language of Scripture^ so that 
the sum and substance of Christianity is ration, 
alised into a mere moral system, a code of ethics. 
Christ was sent to promulgate the wiU of God^ to set 
an example of obedience, and by a martyr's death 
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to witness the sincerity of his teaching j and thus^ 
after all^ Christianity is but a new and more 
formal promulgation of natural religion. A recent 
writer enquires, have we " a right to call ourselves 
Scriptural or orthodox/^ if we say that, when 
Christ came to deUver sinners from sin, hp came 
to deliver us from *^ the penalty of sin ? '' (Maurice's 
Essays, p. 146.) A second, ^^ whether we employ 
the term sacrifice, or satisfaction, or exhibition of 
Divine justice, the moment we pierce beneath the 
meaning of the words, theological criticism seems 
to detect something which is irreconcilable with 
the truth and holiness of God.'' (Jowett, ii. p. 474.) 
He proceeds to say, " It must be remembered that 
the Apostles were Jews. . . . They could not 
divest themselves at once of Jewish modes of 
expression. . . • ''True reverence is careful to 
separate figures of speech from realities.* That 

* Dr. Fye Smith makes the following important obsery- 
alions on the figurative style of the New Testament, well 
worthy of consideration in the present day :-— 

*^ That the writers of the New Testament, in employing 
their Hebraized, and, in other respects, peculiar diction, 
merely did what, without a mirade^ they of necessity must 
have done, is an obrious remark: but it is equally deserving 
of attention, that this eharacterisdc diction is, from its plain- 
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Christ "was a sacrifice for the sins of men'* is 
^' illusion/' . . . We cannot avoid asking ourselves 
the question how far these notions of sacrifice or 
atonement have the same meaning for us that 
they had for the first believers ?" (ii. pp. 475-6.) 
Again^ " Those who first spoke of satisfaction were 
unconscious of its inconsistency with the Divine 
attributes. . . . And one cannot but fear whether 
it be still possible so to teach Christ as not to 
cast a shadow on the holiness and truth of God.'* 

ness, and its partaking of the metaphors, allusions, and 
general cast of men's daily habits, well calculated to be 
universally intelligible. Authors on Biblical idioms have, 
too generally, overlooked this circumstance. They have 
dwelt so much on the doctriue of Hebraisms, as almost to 
imply that the Christian Sacred Scriptures are uniotelligible 
without a farrago of Jewish and other oriental leamiug. 
I deny not the utility of such learning; but I wish to 
establish a correct idea of the nature and ex,tent of its utility^ 
as seldom reaching beyond the explaining of allusious and 
phrases of minor importance ; while the great facts and doc- 
trines, the precepts and promises of the Gospel, are expressed 
in terms the most plain and the least associated with remote 
allusions. WThoever has studied the vast collections of 
Lightfoot, Schcettgenius, and WTetstein, can judge of the 
tnith of this observation. Perhaps, if he would take the 
trouble to make a list of instances in which doctrinal eluci- 
dations are derived from this source, he would be surprised 
:at their comparative fewness," &c. — Scripture Testimony to 
■the Messiahs Vol. L Book i. Chapter ii. p. 16. 
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(ii. p. 469.) This^ according to authors of the 
rationalistic school, is the teaching of "Nature 
and Scripture and the still small voice of Christian 
feeling/^ (ii. p. 479.) Such language indeed 
and much that is still more objectionable may 
be the reverie of a sceptical and unhumbled 
mind, it certainly is in plain hostility to the 
doctrine of Holy Scripture, and the teaching 
of the Church of Christ ! Oh, how diflFerent 
the words we so often use (contrast them with 
the painful sentiments that have just been 
quoted !) "Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
who of thy tender mercy didst give thine only 
Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross 
for our redemption ; who made there (by his 
one oblation of himself once offered) a full, per- 
fect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation,, and satisfac- 
tion, for the sins of the whole world." Such is 
the doctrine of the Church of England ! but one 
of her erring sons writes, " Not the sacrifix;e, nor 
the satisfaction, nor the ransom, but the greatest 
moral act ever done in this world — the act too of 
one in our likeness — (he means the death of Jesus, 
apart, as we understand him, from these sacred and 
mysterious associations), is the assurance to us 
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that God in Christ is reconciled to the world/' 
Jowett, vol. ii. p 481. 

Now, here we join issue at once ; and vindicat- 
ing the doctrine of atonement, by the death of a 
substitute, from misrepresentations with which it 
has most unworthily been associated, I desire, 
with one preUminary remark, to present to you 
the Scripture proof that Jesus " died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures'' — ^that he died "a 
sacrifice, satisfaction, and ransom" to save us 
from sin and hell. 

It is however with deepest sorrow we must first 
complain that the scheme of the Atonement has 
been attacked by writers, to whom we have re- 
ferred, by misrepresenting its true and Scriptural 
character. Unguarded expressions have been 
caught at, and these paraded and exposed, as 
though they were the very words and sentiments 
of orthodox doctrine. For instance, the immuta- 
bility of Grod is represented as impugned by the 
idea of atonement by the sacrifice of Christ ; as 
though Christ, by dying, had changed the will 
and the feelings of God in respect to man; as 
though, before implacable, Grod is thereby ren- 
dered propitious ! Thus I read, *' The Father, 
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before angry and aUenated, and averse to man, 
is reconciled to him through his Son '^ ( Jowett, 
ii. p. 471) ; — in entire forgetfulness of the sub- 
lime truth that "God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son^^ to die for 
us. Yes; it was because Grod loved man, and 
Himself would save the sinner^ that " He spared 
not his own Son '^ to redeem us from the curse of 
sin ! Again^ God is spoken of as " satisfied with 
the punishment of sin/' as though a personal 
satisfaction were felt by God in exacting the due 
desert of sin ; whereas it is the law of God that is 
satisfied^ his attribute of inviolable justice^ and no 
personal feeling gratified on the part of the 
Almighty in demanding of the sinner^ or his sub«< 
stitute^ the last farthing of obedience^ and exact* 
ing the extreme penalty of transgression. Once 
more^ the mysterious union that subsists both in 
purpose and action between the Father and the 
Son^ so that "what the Father dpeth the Son 
doeth likewise/' is entirely passed by, — that, if the 
Father gave his Son, the Son gave himself, who 
laid down his life which no one took from him ! 
and so mercy to man is represented in the light of 
cruelty to Christ. If the doctrine of atonement^ 
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as Scripture is understood to teach it, be received, 
we are represented as " regarding God as less just 
and less true than the being whom He has made/' 
(ii. p. 468.) On our view of it, we are told— - 
'^ Divine power can only show forth its justice by 
allowing men to commit in itself the greatest of 
human crimes, that redeems the sin of Adam by 
the murder of Christ ! '^ (Jowett, ii. p. 473). We 
indignantly protest against all such unworthy 
misrepresentations of the doctrine and profane 
remark upon the most awful and solemn truth of 
Revelation ! Oh no ! to no vindictive feelings, to 
no inherent severity, do we ascribe the punishment 
of sin as inflicted on our substitute. Infinite love 
devised and infinite holiness demanded this scheme 
of mercy. Herein we learn the " inestimable love " 
of God toward guilty man. And as, in virtue of 
the mysterious union that subsists between the 
JPather and the Son, he who required and accepted 
the sacrifice is one with him who voluntarily 
tendered it, one in essence, and one in purpose, 
and one in love toward guilty man, — it is as 
illogical as it is unscriptural — a plain violation 
of sound reasoning, and (to use a favourite but 
yery questionable expression) of /^ theological cri- 
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tidsm/' — it is a violation of what is right, and a 
misrepresentation of what is true, to entertain 
sentiments, much more give expression to them in 
the language you have heard, so destitute of 
humility, faith, and love, and worthy of the 
strongest reprobation. 

Let us hasten, and pass away from this painful 
portion of our subject, — these dreary, waste, 
howling deserts of modern rationalism, and open 
our bibles and explore with mingled gratitude and 
delight, ^^ the truth as it is in Jesus/' Let us 
take our Shepherd for our guide; he will '^feed 
us in a green pasture and lead us forth beside the 
waters of comfort/' 

We will not argue from analogy and show the 
divine procedure in reference to atonement to be 
in accordance with God's ways with man, that even 
natural religion would lead us to the conclusion 
that the case of the sinner would be dealt with as 
Scripture has revealed. We have no time to 
present you this important argument, or enter 
upon this inviting field of profitable investigation, 
We must confine ourselves to Scripture testi* 
MONY ; and here indeed our proof is so full, the 
doctrine of atonement being so often asserted iu 
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the clearest terms and assumed in every part of 
B.velation,-its pi^cepts, warnings, promiL, in- 
vitations, in prophecy and in history, the Old 
Testament and the New, the Gospels, and the 
Epistles ; the doctrine, in fact, being the alpha and 
the omega as well as the centre of all Gospel 
truth — ^the all in all of Revelation ; we feel bur- 
dened to know how best, in a brief compass, to 
set before you the power of its testimony, and 
impress upon you the necessity of its reception. 

1. Shall I begin at the beginning and prove 
from patriarchal sacrifices, that they had respect to 
Jesus, the Lamb of God, the one sacrifice for sin ? 
See Abel then standing by his altar of sacrifice j — 
the Lamb is slain ; it is laid upon the altar : The 
blood is poured out, and lo I the fire from Heaven 
descends ; the victim is consumed; Divine appro- 
bation sanctions and accepts the sacrifice; and 
why? 

You see another altar, and another sacrifice and 
another ofibrer. But no fire descends upon those 
fruits of the earth that Cain has brought; his 
ofiering is rejected I 

Why is the one accepted with signal marks of 
approbation, and the other disdainfully refused ? 
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The Apostle Paul will tell us (Heb. xi. 4). ''By 
faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent 
sacrifice than Cain^ by which he obtained witness 
that he was righteous^ God testifying of his 
gifts/' His faith had respect to the promised 
seed of the woman ; it rested on God's promise of 
the Redeemer. That bleeding Lamb told him of 
a bleeding Saviour ; that dying Lamb of a dying 
Saviour ! The bhod — of Jesu's blood shed for the 
remission of our sins I The victim's death — of 
the sacrifice of Him who "poured out his soul 
unto death/' when he made intercession for the 
transgressors J" 

2 Shall we appeal to the sacrifices of the 
Mosaic law? Shall I tell you of the daily 
sacrifice^ or the pascal Lamb^ or the offerings 
made on the great day of atonement ? But " the 
blood of bulls and goats could not take away 
sin." Apart from Christ, the whole Jewish 
ceremonial of sacrificial worship becomes trifling 
and inconsistent^ unmeaning and repulsive; — on 
the other hand, admit their typical character and 
their prefiguration of the sacrifice of Christ, and 
every part is plain and intelligible^ full of im- 
portant truths and profitable instruction. Yes I 



76 .THE ATONEMENT. 

In the pascal Lamb we behold "Christ our 
passover sacrificed for us/* In the sacrifice of 
the great day of atonement, and the intercession 
of the High Priest within the veil, — ^we behold 
our " High Priest of good things to come/' who, 
^^ not by the blood of goats and calves, but by his 
own blood, entered once into the Holy place 
having obtained eternal redemption for us/' And 
mark, in all these sacrifices, how the doctrine of 
substitution and transference is fully carried out. 
Take the instance of the scape goat. One goat is 
slain, typically a substitute for the ofiending 
people; on the head of the other the High 
Priest lays both his hands, confesses over him 
the sins of the people, and bearing the sins 
of the people- the animal is sent far away to 
the Wilderness : Here is transference ! The 
sacrifices under the Levitical law thus typified the 
atonement of Christ : Irrespective of Jesus Christ 
and him crucified, how vain, how nugatory, the 
rites of the ceremonial law ! Admitting Him to 
be the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world, on whom the Lord laid the iniquities of 
us all, how clear, consistent and instructive is 
its every part ! 
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3. From Patriarchal and Jewish sacrifice, let 
us pass to prophetic announcement. The fifty- 
third chapter of Isaiah is unintelligible except ou 
the admission of Christ's sacrificial death. ^^ He 
was led as a Lamb to the slaughter, He was cut 
off out of the land of the living, for the trans- 
gression of my people was he stricken. He 
poured out his soul unto death, was numbered 
with the transgressors. He bare the sins of 
many, and made intercession for the transgres- 
sors.'^ The words of Daniel are equally explicit ; 
'^ Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people 
to finish transgression and to make an end of 
sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and 
to bring, in everlasting righteousness, and to seal " 
up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the 
most Holy," and at the end of sixty-two of these 
weeks, it is added " shall Messiah be cut off, but 
not for Himself,^' (Dan. ix. 24). How appli- 
cable to every disputant is the Saviour's rebuke 
to the two disciples who journeyed with him to 
Emmaus, — '^ fools and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken : Ought not 
Christ to have suffered these things and entered 
into his glory ? and, beginning at Moses and all 
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the Prophets^ he expounded to them^ in all the 
Scriptures^ the things concerning Himself/' 
(Luke xxiv. 25-27). 

4. From prophetic announcement I appeal to 
Gospel history, and I contend that the narrative 
of the Redeemer's passion demands the doctrine 
of satisfaction. What else occasioned that 
mysterious agony in the garden when he sweaty 
as it were, great drops of blood? What else 
drew from him the confession, ^^ My soul is ex- 
ceedingly sorrowful, even unto death V^ What 
else extorted the petition, " O my Father, if it 
be possible, let this cup pass from me ?'' What 
else wrung from him that exceeding bitter cry as 
he hung upon the cross, ^^Eli, Eli, lama sabac- 
thani ? ^* What was it that was " finished,'^ when 
he exclaimed, ^^ It is finished, and gave up the 
ghost V^ A martyr^ s death ? No ! A sacbi- 
viciAL death, when, at one time, and at one place, 
he bare the sin of many! Then he ^^ finished 
transgression, made an end of sin, and brought in 
everlasting righteousness I '^ Meditate on the holy 
serenity of the dying Stephen when he fell asleep ; 
or call to mind the joy of martyrs expiring at the 
stake, exclaiming — ^not " My God, my God, why 
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hast thou forsaken me!'' hut triumphant, amid 
scenes which human nature can scarcely contem- 
plate without dismay; and then think on the 
" strong crying and tears,'' the distress, the de- 
sertion, and dismal agony of Jesus as .he hung 
upon the cross ; and can we say he died a martyr? 
— simply to seal the truth of his teaching with 
his hlood, or to set us an example how to die ? 
Was this ALL ? Doubtless I In death he did set 
us an example how to die — ^the highest, the noblest 
we can follow. But will this satisfy the circum- 
stances of the case ? If so, with reverence be it 
spoken, who would not die like Stephen, rather 
than like Jesus ? But, the death of Jesus was more 
than a martyr's death ; his death was penal in our 
behalf, eapiatory of our transgressions. '^The 
chastisement of our peace was upon him." That 
'^ One died for fl///" 

5. If you doubt it, listen to the words that 
Christ himself has spoken : '^ The Son of Man 
came not io be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many" (Matt. xx. 
28). " I lay down my life for the sheep " (John 
X. 15), ''The bread which I will give is my 
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fleshy which I will give for the life of the world J* 
(John vi. 51.) 

6. Again ; was not the Loris Supper instituted 
to '^ show forth the Lord^s death till he come V^ 
(1 Cor. xi. 26.) The same night that Jesus was 
betrayed he took bread and brake it, saying, 
'^ This is my body which is given for you^' (Luke 
xxii. 19) ; and taking the cup, he said, ^^ Drink 
ye all of it; for this is my blood of the New 
Testament which is shed for many for the re- 
mission of sins'' (Matt. xxvi. 28). So long then 
as the Lord's Supper is observed in the Christian 
Church with reference to the time and manner 
and intent of its institution, the doctrine of atone- 
ment for sin by the sacrifice of Jesus upon the 
cross can never be eradicated from the believer's 
mind and heart ! 

7. It seems needless to prolong the argument. 
Yet hear the testimony of St. Paul : The death of 
Christ is the reconciliation of man to God (Rom. 
V. 10) ; ^' When we were enemies we vi^re recon- 
ciled to God by the death of his Son." It is a 
reconciliation of God to man; '^God hath set 
forth Christ a propitiation through his blood'' 
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{Rom. iii. 25), Again St, Peter writes (1 Peter 
ii. 21 : " Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example that we should follow ^is steps : who 
did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth ; 
who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
when he suffered he threatened not, but commit- 
ted himself to Hiih that judgeth righteously: 
who his own self bare our sins in his own body on 
the tree, that we being dead to sins should live 
unto righteousness : by whose stripes ye were 
healed. For ye were as sheep going astray : but 
are now returned unto the sheplv©r<i and bishop 
of your souls. ^^ And the beloved Apostle adds (1 
John ii. 1, 2) : ^^ If any man sin, we have an ad- 
vocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous : 
and he is the propitiation for our sins, and not 
for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world.^^ 

Surely, if language have any definite meaning, 
if Scripture teach us any thing, then it teaches us 
that Christ, the spotless one, died for the guilty ; 
and that, in virtue of his suffering in our stead, 
believers are justified and saved. If the law re- 
quire perfect obedience and full satisfaction, grace 
proclaims the obedience and satisfaction of a sub* 

o 
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you apprehend and appreciate something of the 
" inestimable love '^ of God in the redemption of 
the world by Jesus Christ. Ours is the Baptist^s 
message, '^ Behold the Lamb of Gk)d that taketh 
away the sin of the world/^ " We preach Christ 
crucified, to the Jews, a stumbling-block and to the 
Greeks foolishness ; but unto them that are called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God ; '^ and, while we preachy 
O, that yours may be the holy resolve and fixed 
determination of the Apostle, ^^ God forbid that I 
should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, 
and I unto the world ! ^' 
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" Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, 
and death bj sin ; and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned: Therefore as by the offence of one 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation ; even so by 
the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto 
justification of life." — Romans v. 12, 18. 

Death has passed upon all men I A solemn 
fact) but no less true than solemn. Who amongst 
us will venture to deny the fact ? " Your fathers^ 
where are they, and the prophets do they live 
for ever?^* "One generation passeth away and 
another cometh.^^ " Thou earnest them away 
as with a flood; they are as a sleep, in the 
morning they are like grass which groweth up, 
in the evening it is cut down and withered.'^ 

Who amongst us is not subject to disease and 
pain and death ? What age is exempt ? What land 
has yet been discovered, whose inhabitants, what- 



86 IMPUTATION, 

ever be their outward circumstances^ sicken not^ 
agonise not, and die not ? . We know how abso- 
lutely universal is the reign of sorrow, disease, and 
death. Death reigns ! He lords it over the whole 
creation. 

This is a truism none can venture to deny; 
simply because, however unwelcome and un- 
heeded may be truth, the experience of every day 
and hour and moment of man's existence would 
render such denial an absurdity. Nor would I now 
press this truth upon your attention, were I not 
anxious to base upon this known and acknowledged 
fact a serious and very important enquiry con- 
nected with the subject of the present discourse. 

Here is an undeniable fact; I ask you, how 
will you account for it ? It cannot be accidental ; 
its universality precludes the supposition. It 
cannot be of chance ; its very nature and its im- 
portant consequences, no less than its universal 
prevalence, demand of us the assignment of some 
adequate cause for the existence of a fact so 
alarmingly affecting the interests of us all, and 
therefore claiming such paramount attention. You 
admit the existence of God. You acknowledge him 
to be not only Almighty, but perfectly benevolent. 
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Then God made not man the sorrowful and dying 
creature that He is ! How came he such ? What 
account can we give of this phenomenon ? What 
shall we reply ? 

The fact before us did not escape the notice of 
heathen philosophers. It arrested their attention^ 
they reasoned upon it ; and, destitute as they were 
of the light of Revelation, the conclusion they ar- 
rived at is remarkable and instructive. You have 
heard perhaps of Plato's definition of man in his 
present state. He styled him a biped, and a biped 
without feathers. Diogenes ridiculed the idea, 
and, on one occasion, plucked a cock of his 
feathers, and throwing him into the midst of the 
Academy exclaimed, " There is one of Plato's 
men.'' But it was far more easy to ridicule the 
comparison vthan to disprove the important truth 
the comparison suggested. What a bird is when 
stripped of his feathers, unable to fly, unsightly, 
despicable ; — such is man fallen from his original 
rectitude; he has become deformed, depraved; 
he is now imable, as before, to "mount" as on 
eagle's wings to heaven. The heathen philoso- 
pher argued, and so did his followers, that man 
is not the creature, now, he was when God made 
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him ; and so they confessed a preexistent state, 
in which man had sinned and so fallen from his 
uprightness and pristine glory. 

Thus a heathen, arguing from observation and 
daily fact, arrived at the conclusion that man 
had fallen. And what Reason has surmised. 
Revelation has clearly and authoritatively de- 
clared. '^ God made man upright, but he 
sought out many inventions/* What a flood of 
light the narrative of the Fall pours upon much 
our eyes daily witness, and ourselves know by sad 
experience. Mysterious as the event confessedly 
is, how the Scripture account of Adam's sin 
explains much we see around us that would other- 
wise be inexplicable ! It is a fact that death has 
passed upon all men, and reason herself has 
suggested — "because sin has entered into the 
world ! *^ The Bible tells us by whom, when, how, 
where; and in the plainest, simplest language, 
while it reveals the method of restoration in Jesus 
Christ, narrates the sad story of our fall in Adam. 
As in the case of holy angels, God made man a 
moral agent, capable of standing in his sight or 
falling. If his love and obedience to his Maker, 
the moral Governor of all, were to be tested. 
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what more suitable prohibition than that recorded 
could have been proposed? It was right that 
his dependance as a creature should be manifested. 
It was in full accordance with the dictates of natural 
religion that some proof of faithfulness and sub- 
mission should be required. Our first parent 
could not be guilty of crimes such as arise from 
circumstances and associations with which we are 
now famiUar ! Could he steals when all around 
was already given him ? Could he bear false 
witness ? Could he kill ? He could only sin, 
circumstanced as he was in Paradise^ by violating 
some special prohibition imposed upon him by his 
Maker. And what command less burdensome, 
more intelligible, and more simple in itself and 
easy to be observed, than that recorded, could pos- 
sibly have been proposed ? It seems most plain 
that while reason demands some such cause as 
that the Bible reveals, to account for man's present 
state as subject to suffering and to death; the 
history of the fall, the command to be observed, the 
temptation itself, the surrounding circumstances, 
and the punishment inflicted, — as far as the nar- 
rative is concerned, is just such a narrative as 
might most reasonably be expected. Mysteries 
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profound and inexplicable there must needs be 
connected with such a case, but it were difficult, if 
not impossible, to imagine a narrative more fully 
meeting and satisfactorily accounting for our 
present circumstances, and yet so consistent and 
in perfect accordance with all that might have 
been anticipated, as that which the third chapter 
of the book of Genesis supplies. 

Reason herself demands that we accept the 
history of the fall as Revelation has recorded it 
for our instruction. Let him who rejects it 
account for man^s present state of suffering and 
death, and furnish us with a more reasonable 
narrative than that of x\dam*s fall in Paradise. 
If suffering be a fact, and death a stern reality, 
then is Adam^s fall fact and reality also. They 
bear the relationship of cause and effect. Alle- 
gorise the first, and then we will permit you to 
allegorise the second. As true as is the one, so 
true is the other also. Disprove the reign of 
death, then may you succeed in disproving the sin 
and fall of man ! 

The important subject of our discourse is 
Imputed Sin and Righteousness. It will lead 
us to speak of a threefold Imputation; — 1. Of 
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Adam's sin imputed to us ; 2. Of our sin im- 
puted to Christ; 3. Of Christ's righteousness 
imputed to the believer. Man's ruin in Adam, 
as his natural seed; and man's restoration in 
Christ, as his spiritual seed, is our present 
subject, and this with especial reference to the. 
doctrine of Imputation. Our appeal is to God's 
Holy Word. We have no room for conjecture or 
speculation, no taste nor opportunity for subtle 
argument or fine spun inference ; we wUI endea- 
vour to state the doctrine agreeably to the teach- 
ing of our Scriptural Church, and to expound it as 
"read in Holy Scripture and proved thereby." 
And O ! that a spirit of a sound mind, and 
humble, lively, practical faith may be graciously 
vouchsafed ! 

I feel, however, that an objection (not to say a 
prejudice) at once meets us which requires to be 
removed at the very outset of this discourse. Ex- 
ception is taken to the word "impute" and 
" imputation." I shall be told that the term is 
an " imauthorised one" (Dean Conybeare's 
Theological Lectures, p. 355) ; but if I find 
it in my Bible, I consider we have authority 
for its use. Among many passages that might 
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be quoted from the Old Testament, we read in 
Ps. xxxii. 2: ^^ Blessed is the man unto whom 
the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit 
there is no guile/' We have it frequently used 
by St. Paul, in Romans iv. : In the eighth verse the 
words just recited from the 32d Ps. are quoted ; 
in the tenth verse we read, '^that he {ie, Abra- 
ham) might be the father of all them that believe, 
though they be not circumcised ; that righteous- 
ness might be imputed unto them also.'* Again, 
let us read the 22d, 23d, and 24th verses : " And 
therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. 
Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it 
was imputed to him ; but for us also, to whom it 
shall be imputed {i,e, the righteousness of Christ for 
our justification) if we believe on Him that raised up 
Jesus our Lord from the dead ; who was delivered 
for our oflfences and was raised again for our jus- 
tificaticm.'' Nor is the term peculiar to the Epistle 
to the Romans. St. Paul writes, 2 Cor. v. 19 : 
^^ God was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them.'' 
Nor is the word peculiar to the Epistles of St. 
Paul. In the Epistle of St. James, ii. 23, we read, 
^'And the Scripture was fulfilled which saith, 



IMPUTATION. 93 

Abraham believed God and it (his faith, or, by 
metonymy, the object of his faith, viz. the 
righteousness of Christ) was imputed unto him for 
righteousness : and he was caDed the friend of God/^ 
It is therefore a scriptural term. It is a scriptural 
expression to speak of the imputation of sin ^ and 
the imputation of righteousness ; whether that sin 
or righteousness be our own personal act or that 
of another. Its use, therefore is to be defended, 
and religiously retained. 

Let us next inquire what are we to understand 
by it ? What is meant by the imputation of sin 
or of righteousness ? The parallel expressions, 
" to reckon,^' or ^'charge to our account,^^ best 
explain the precise meaning of the term. We 
read that "Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted unto him for righteousness;^^ and the 
Apostle proceeds, " Now to him that worketh is 
the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 
But to him that worketh not, but believeth on 
him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith {i.e, its 
object, viz. Christ's righteousness) is counted for 
righteousness : even as David describeth the bles- 
sedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth 
righteousness without works.'' Evidently the 
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terms are synonymous ; whether we speak of sin 
or of righteousness being " imputed," " counted/' 
or ^^ reckoned/' it means exactly the same thing. 
If you object to the term imputation, why not 
object also to the kindred terms of charging and ^ 
reckoning and coimting ? The same doctrine is 
taught in all these expressions; and what that 
doctrine is I proceed to endeavour to set forth. 
And 

I. Adam's sin is imputed, reckoned, or 
charged to the account of his posterity. 

''The constitution of God in nature, and his 
constitution in grace, are, in their principle exactly 
alike (see Rom. v. 18, 19 and 1 Cor. xv. 22). In 
each, men are regarded, in the first instance, not 
as separate, independent beings ; but, collectively, 
as united under one common head, one individual 
of them, who stands for all his seed, before God : 
so that, as he is, they are, in the judgment of God^ 
which is "according to truth;'' and are no more 
distinguishable from him, than the branches may 
be from their parent root; the members from 
their common head* They are, together, one 
body, one existence. The act of the head is, 
truly, the act of all, in virtue of unity of being. 
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between him and them. Such a head to all his seed^ 
that is^ to all men, by nature, is Adam. Such a 
head, likewise, to his seed, that is, to all spirittial 
men, is Christ; who is therefore styled ^thb 
SECOND Man,* ' the last Adam* (1 Cor. xv. 45, 
47) ; terms to which, on any other view, it seems 
impossible to attach any definite, or satisfactory 
meaning.*** 

The whole family of man was implicated both 
in the guilt and curse of Adam*s transgression. 
Adam*s children were participators in the guilt 
and ruin of the first transgression. Adam in 
Eden must be regarded as no private individual, 
but as the head and representative of all his 
race. His sin is imputed, reckoned, counted, or 
charged to us and, in virtue of God*B covenant 
with Adam, and with us in him, — Justly charged 
and PROVED against us. Being his seed, men are, 
as it were, Adam^s self in virtue of this covenant ; 
so that his act of transgression, with all its entail 
of guilt and ruin is their very own : they sinned 
and fell in him ! The prohibition in Eden con- 
tained all the constituent parts of a covenant. 
Who are the parties ? God, on the one side ; and 

* Rev. F. Goode, Sennon -viii. pp. 158, 169. 
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Adam and his posterity on the other. Whaf 
were the terms ? Life, on condition of obedience ; 
death, on condition of transgression : " In the 
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die/' 
And the covenant was ratified by a seal. As the 
rainbow was the seal of the Noahic covenant, and 
circumcision of the Abrahamic, and baptism of 
the Christian, so was the tree of life (" by putting 
forth his hand and taking of which and eating he 
would live for ever,^^ Gen. iii. 22), the sign, and 
seal, and pledge to Adam and his seed, that his 
obedience would surely be rewarded by the full 
accomplishment of the promise. 

The prohibition was most reasonable ; the pen- 
alty of transgression was explicitly declared ; the 
reward of obedience was most gracious and most 
encouraging. But the tempter prevailed ! Our 
forefather fell ; and, in him, as our covenant head, 
tue fell also ; his sin is ours, his ffuilt is ours, his 
ruin ours. 

Shall I be told that the theory is plain, but 
that it is man^s invention, unsupported by and 
indeed contrary to the Word of God ? Shall I 
be reminded of those words of Ezekiel (xviii. 20), 
'^The soul that sinneth it shall die. The son 
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shall not bear the iniquity of the father ; neither 
shall the father bear the iniquity of the son : the 
righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him ; 
and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon 
him." I reply, they are inapplicable to the case 
before us. We are speaking of one who was 
appointed and accepted as our covenant head. 
No father ever stood to his posterity in the same 
relationship that Adam stood to his seed. The 
case is altogether pecuUar ; it was of especial and 
Divine appointment for a wise and most gracious 
end, and, while jtist in itself, must be allowed to 
be in the highest degree favourable and advan-^ 
tageous to all who were interested in it. On the 
other hand, the testimony of Scripture to the 
view we have presented is most clear and positive. 
We build not our argument upon a word, though 
we beUeve such terms as " reckoned,*' " charged,*' 
" accoimted," " imputed," are without meaning in 
any other view of the subject ! Nor will we build 
our argument ori isolated expressions, such as, 
'^ As in Adam all die even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive," though we believe such parallelisms 
BO to involve as in fact to prove the truth of the 
\doctrine in debate. But I call your attention to 

H 
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the whole process of the Apostle^s reasoning in 
that portion of his Epistle to the Romans^ from 
whence our text is taken, and thence we gather a 
proof which we believe to be unanswerable ; and, 
the more so, because I am not aware that any writer 
who deprecates the doctrine of " imputed sin and 
righteousness '' has ever ventured to controvert 
the proof a careful consideration of the whole pas- 
sage so forcibly presents. 

An attentive perusal of Bom. v. 12 — 21, will 
plainly show us that the Apostle is establishing 
a parallel between the first and the second Adam 
as our covenant heads. To show that ^' being 
justified by faith we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ/' he argues that as at 
the moment of our birth we are under a sentence 
of condemnation for the sin of our first parent ; 
that, as we are lost in him, being his natural 
seed, his sin being charged against us and sentence 
of death pronounced on account of it, — so, on 
beUeving in Christ, the second Adam, we are re- 
covered ; his righteousnesSy and life on accoimt of 
it, being reckoned to all his spiritual seed. He 
tells us, in v. 12, " By one man sin entered into 
^he world, and death by sin, and so death passed 
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upon all men (passed on in succession from one 
to another)^ for that all have sinned/' Again^ 
V. 15, " Through the offence of one many be dead/' 
Again, v. 18, ^^ As by the offence of one (or, by 
one offence, viz., Adam's) judgment came upon 
all ihen to condemnation ; even so by the right- 
eousness of one (even Jesus) the free gift came 
upon all men unto justification of life. For, as 
by one man's disobedience many were made {not 
sufferers only) but sinners, so, by the obedience 
of one, shall many be made righteous." 

Yes, death, by Adam's sin, has passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned : Not " become cor' 
rupt" but SINNED ! The sentiment indeed is 
correct and scriptural ; no doubt, as we derive a 
corrupt nature from Adam, so Christ is the author 
of our holiness ; but this is not the point upon 
which St. Paul is here insisting. The point of 
comparison is not — ^^ As Adam was the source of 
corruption, so is Christ of holiness." No ! but, 
" As Adam was the cause of transgression, so is 
Christ of righteousness. As Adam was the cause 
of condemnation, so is Christ of justification unto 
life." The analogy is destroyed, and the point of 
comparison falls, if anything in t<« be assumed as 
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the ground of the infliction of the penal evils of 
which the Apostle is here speaking. That we 
have corrupt natures by descent from Adam is 
most true, but not, in the passage before us, to 
the point ; the point is, that Adam's transgression 
is reckoned or imputed to us, that in him we 
sinned, and, in him, die. The whole course of the 
argument, no less than the whole scope of the 
passage, admits of no other intei*pretation. In 
ver. 12 the Apostle affirms we die on account of 
Adam's sin ; in ver. 13, 14, he proves this from 
the universality of death ; but he argues, ver. 15, 
if we all die on Adam's account, how much more 
shall we live on account of Christ. Adam indeed 
(he proceeds to show, ver. 16,) brings upon us the 
evil inflicted for the first great violation of the 
covenant, but Christ saves us from all our num- 
berless sins. As therefore (he continues, ver. 19) 
for the oflfence of one we are condemned — so for 
the righteousness of one we are justified. As, on 
account of the disobedience of one, we are treated 
as sinners ; so, on account of the obedience of one, 
we are treated as righteous I The doctrine is one 
of the plainest truths of Scripture and of expe- 
;ience. And hence the doctrine of the imputation 
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of Adam's sin^ its guilt and deaths to all his 
natural seed^ appears a standing ground^ assumed 
by the Apostle as indisputable ; and its reality 
appears established on the authority of St. Faul^ 
in the passage before us^ beyond the possibility 
of refutation. 

Then, how utterly lost is fallen' man ! His 
own actual transgressions are more in number 
than he is able to express ; and each transgression 
deserves eternal death. 

Were he free from personal transgression — of 
his own nature, as the descendant of a fallen 
progenitor, of his own nature he is inclined to 
evil. " That which is bom of the flesh is flesh : '' 
^^ How can he be clean that is bom of a woman V 
Apart, therefore, from actual sin, the entail of a 
depraved moral constitution ^^in every person 
bom into this world deserveth God's wrath and 
damnation.'' 

And once more, in accordance with our present 
argument; — ^were he free from all actual trans- 
gression, were he not shapen in iniquity so that 
in sin his mother conceived him, by Adam's sin 
in Eden he is made a sinner ! and so death passed 
upon all men for that all have sinned. 
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O, who is not ready to cry out. What must I 
do to be saved ? Our message is, " Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved/^ 

11. We have spoken at large on man^s ruin in 
Adam ; we proceed to speak on his restoration 
IN Christ. 

As Adam^s sin is imputed to his fallen race, 
and so men sin and die and perish in him, so, for sal- 
vation, our sin in Adam with all its guilt and curse 
— ^the guilt also of our inherent pollution, and of 
all our innumerable acts of personal transgression 
have been imputed to Christ the second Adam ; 
and he, the Lamb of God that taketh away the 
sin of the world, — our surety, our substitute, bare 
our sins in his own body on the tree ! The fall 
penalty of man's transgression was inflicted upon 
him : He exhausted the curse, so that to all who, 
by faith, are foimd in him there is now no con- 
demnation. Thus guilt is expiated. Atonement 
made. Christ is the propitiation for our sins : 
God is reconcUed, his justice satisfied, his truth 
vindicated, his law magnified; in Christ, the 
sinner, doomed to death, is ransomed. The same 
voice that spake the words, " In the day that thou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die ! '' is now heard 
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proclaiming, '' Deliver him from going down to 
the pit : I have found a ransom ! '' ''I have 
blotted out, as a thick cloud thy transgressions, 
and as a cloud thy sins : Return imto me ; for I 
have redeemed thee." 

Thus the beUever's sin is imputed to Christ; 
and he has expiated its guilt. In Christ, the 
second Adam, the believer is no longer the con- 
demned sinner, but acquitted! He is absolved 
from crime, accounted innocent — at the bar of 
justice declared '^ not guilty ! " 

But it is one thing to be rescued from the curse 
of a broken law, another to obtain a part and 
interest in the promise of obedience. To achieve 
the first, Chiist ^^bare the chastisement of our 
peace ; ^^ to achieve the second, he ^' fiilfilled all 
righteousness ! '^ We are accounted innocent be* 
cause our guilt was imputed to him and expiated 
by him ; we are accounted righteous and deserving 
of a place at God^s right hand, because his 
righteousness is imputed to us, and we are justified 
in hinu Christ has not only paid our debts, but 
confers upon us a '^ possession" he has '^pur- 
chased for us" (Ephes. i. 14). Not only has he 
redeemed us from bondage and rescued us from 
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prison, but he has won for us a kingdom and con- 
fers upon us a crown ! He did not set us at 
liberty, when He redeemed us on the Cross, 
that we might go and win heaven as best we 
could; but in his gift of righteousness he con- 
fers upon us a title to blessedness, and in the gift 
of his spirit meetness for the inheritance of glory.. 
In the words of Jonathan Edwards (Discourse oh 
Justification by Faith alone, Rom. iv. 5) — "To. 
suppose that all Christ does is only to make atone- 
ment for us by suffering, is to make Christ our 
Saviour but in part ; it is to rob him of half his 
glory as a Saviour. For, if so, all he does is to» 
deliver us from hell ; he does not purchase heaven 
for US.*' 

On the subject of imputation, Bishop Hall has 
written with much power and beauty : — 

" incomparable mercy ! ' He hath made him, > 
who knew no sin, to be sin for us that we might 
be xnade the righteousness of God in him.^ What, 
a marvellous and happy exchange is here ! We 
are nothing but sin : Christ is perfect righteous- 
ness. He is made our sin, that we might be made 
bis righteousness. He, that knew no sin, is made> 
sm for us; that we^ who are all sin, might be. 



IMPUTATION. 105 

made God^s righteousness in him. In ourselves^ 
we are not only sinful; but sin. In him we are. 
not only righteous ; but righteousness itself. Of 
ourselves we are not righteous ; we are made so. 
In ourselves we are not righteous but in him. 
We made not ourselves so; but the same God, in 
his infinite mercy, who made him sin for us hath 
made us his righteousness. No otherwise are we 
made his righteousness, than he is made our sin. 
Our sin is made his, by God's imputation; so is 
his righteousness made ours.'' Bishop Hall's 
Works, Pratt's edition, vol. 8, pp. 231-2. 

The judicious Hooker, in his celebrated 
'^ Sermon on Justification," thus describes the 
justified believer: ''Him God beholdeth with a 
gracious eye — putteth away his sin by not im- 
puting it ; taketh quite away the pimishment due 
thereunto by pardoning it, and accepteth him in 
Christ Jesus as perfectly righteous as if he had 
fvifilled all that was commanded him in the law. 
Shall I say, more perfectly righteous than if him- 
self had fulfilled the whole law ? I must take 
heed what I say; but the Apostle saith, 'God 
hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, 
t}iat we might be made the righteousness of Grod 
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in him/ Such are we^ in the sight of God the 
Father, as is the very Son of Grod himself 1 " 

Our eleventh Article declares^ ''We are ac- 
counted righteous before (rod only for the merit 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by faith^ 
and not for our own works or deservings /' which 
doctrine is more largely expressed in the " Homily 
of Justification'' in the following words : " Be- 
cause all men are sinners against God and breakers 
of his law, therefore can no man by his own works 
(seem they never so good) be justified and made 
righteous before God ; but every man of necessity 
is constrained to seek for another righteousness to 
be received at God's own hands. And this 
righteousness, which we so receive at God's mercy 
and Christ's merits, embraced by faith, is allowed 
by God for our perfect and full justification. 
Christ is now the righteousness of all them that 
truly do believe in him. He for them paid the 
ransom by his death; he for them fulfilled the 
law in his life ; so that now, in him and by him^ 
every true Christian man may be called a ful- 
FiLLER of the law" 

Such is the doctrine of the Church, of England, 
and her teaching is grounded on the Scripture, 
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To the many texts already quoted, let me but 
add the following passage: ''By the deeds of 
the law there shall no flesh be justified in 
his sight, for by the law is the knowledge of 
sin: but now the righteousness of Gorf without 
the law is manifest, being witnessed by the law 
and the prophets ; even the righteousness of God 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and 
upon all them that believe. For there is no dif- 
ference : for all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God/' Eom. iii. 20-23. 

It is the RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GoD : 

Appointed by him : '' Therefore thus saith the 
Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation 
a stone, a tried stone, a precious comer-stone, a 
sure foundation : He that believeth shall not make 
haste/' Isaiah xxviii. 16. 

Wrought out by him, who is God as well as 
man : Christ is '' The Lord our righteousness.'* 
Jer. xxiii. 6. 

Accepted of him : Of this the resurrection is 
the pledge and token. ''Who is he that con- 
demneth ? It is Christ that died : yea ! rather 
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that is risen again^ who is even at the right hand 
of God, who also maketh intercession for us/* 
Brom. viii. 34. 

It is BY FAITH of Jesus Christ : Not that our 
faith is our justifying righteousness; faith is a 
personal act of our own, and this, after all, would 
be to justify ourselves ! but, that righteousness of 
Christ which God imputes, we by faith receive. It 
is the very hand that accepts the gift. By faith 
we come to Christ, are incorporated into Christ, 
so that, as he is, in (rod's sight, we are. 

It is WITNESSED by the law : "The law is our 
schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, that we may 
be justified by faith.'' Gal. iii. 24; — 

And by the prophets : 

Moses — ^^ Abraham believed in the Lord and he 
counted it to him for righteousness.'* Gen. xv. 6. 

David — " I will go in the strength of the Lord 
God : I will make mention of thy righteousness ; 
even of thine only." Psalms Ixxi. 16. 

Isaiah — " He hath covered me with the robe of 
righteousness as a bridegroom decketh himself 
with ornaments and a bride adometh herself with 
her jewels." Isaiah Ixi. 10. 
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Jeremiah — ^^This is his name whereby he 
shall be called — the Lord our Righteousness/' 
Jer. xxiii. .6. 

Daniel — '^ Seventy weeks are determined upon 
thy people and upon thy holy city to finish trans- 
gression^ to make an end of sins^ and to make 
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in ever- 
lasting righteousness.^' Dan. ix. 24. 

Behold, then, here — the way of faith trodden 
by Prophets and Apostles, Martyrs and Saints 
of old. " Stand ye in the ways, and see, and 
ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and 
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.'* 

I have no inclination to speak of the novelties 
abroad on the all-important doctrine of the right- 
eousness of faith. Let every theory be brought 
to the test of Scripture. ^^ To the law and to the 
testimony if they speak not according to this word, 
it is because there is no light in them.'' Re- 
member that the Bible, — not vain man's as- 
sumption as to what is right and philosophical 
and rational; — God's word, in the plain truth of 
its teaching, — not the much vaunted '"Theo- 
logical criticism" of the Schools — is our standard 
of doctrinal truth and daily practice. The pride 
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of man rebels against truths^ such as those we 
have just set forth. They are too humiliating, 
too abasing to the carnal mind ! To find all sin 
in himself and all righteousness in another; — to 
hear of sin — ^' in Adam/^ by taint of birth, and 
actual transgression; of remission through a 
bleeding, dying Saviour ; of righteousness, a free 
gift — wrought out by another, imputed by God, 
accepted by faith, — ^these are doctrines, respecting 
which, indeed it is true — "the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the spirit of God, 
for they are foolishness unto him ; neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned/' may the Comforter — Himself the 
spirit of Christ, the sole author of humility and 
faith and love in a sinner's heart take of these 
gracious truths — reveal them to us — transcribe 
them from the page of Scripture upon the tablets 
of our hearts, and so bring us in faith and peni- 
tence and love to Jesus, that in the Apostle's 
words — " of God He may be made unto us wisdom 
and righteousness and sanctification and re- 
demption/' 

Death reigns I The seeds of dissolution are 
sown in your mortal bodies: The seeds of 
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eternal death are by nature implanted in your 
sonls. You live in the midst of death. You 
spend your days in dread of death^ and anxious 
precautions to ayoid it. Your dearest relatives 
and friends are continually falling by your side. 
Sinner ! Thou art thyself a sentenced criminal. 
A broken law denounces its curse ; and deaths its 
stem and merciless executioner, will soon inflict 
the sentence. '^ Awake thou that sleepest and 
arise from the dead and Christ shall give thee 
light.'' Your case is not hopeless: Behold 
we bring you good tidings : " For if by one 
man's offence, death reigned by one, much 
MORE they who receive abundance of grace and of 
the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one 
Jesus Christ, If death reigns by Adam, we may 
reign in life by Jesus. Yea ! if the former be a 
truth, much more the latter. If the creature be 
mighty to destroy, much more the Creator to 
recover ! There is grace, and abundance of grace. 
There is righteousness for sinners, and both 
grace and righteousness are gifts; gifts freely 
offered and gratefully to be received ; — and those 
who receive them will not only live but reign in 
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life ! how secure their state^ how exalted their 
bliss^ how infinite their glory ! 

Surely ! our subject strikes a death blow at 
selfrighteousness. It brings the sinner at once 
and direct to Christ. It teaches him his peril 
as a child of fallen Adam ; his blessedness^ safety 
and happiness as a believer in Jesus^ interested 
by faith in the covenant of grace. It warns us, 
beseeches us, encourages us — '' Come to Christ ! ^' 
" Him that cometh He will in no wise cast out.'' 

Christian brethren ! Hold fast your blessed 
state of privilege and security, as set before 
you in your covenant relationship to Christ. 
In the words of Hooker let me encourage you : — 
" Blessed, for ever blessed be that mother's 
child, whose faith had made him the child of 
God. The earth may shake; the pillars of 
the world may tremble imder us; the coun- 
tenance of the heavens may be appalled; the 
sun may lose his light, the moon her beauty, the 
stars their glory. But concerning the man that 
trusteth in God, what is there in the world 
that can change his heart, overthrow his faith, 
lilter his affections toward God or alter the 
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aflfections of God toward him ? No ! "I know 
in whom I have believed/' I am not ignorant 
whose precious blood has been shed for me. I 
have a shepherd full of kindness^ full of care and 
full of power, and unto Him I commit myself. 
The assurance of my hope I will labour to keep 
as a jewel unto the end, and by labour and 
through the gracious mediation of his prayer, I 
shall keep it/' 

Thus, may Christ be all our salvation and all 
our desire ! And the peace of God that passeth 
all understanding shall keep our hearts and 
minds. 



THE COMFORTER. 



** I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another 
Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever: Even the 
Spirit of trathi"— JbAii xiv. 16, 17. 



Another Comforter ! In the second verse of the 
chapter Jesus had apprised his followers — "I go to 
prepare a place for you ; and if I go and prepare a 
place for you I will come again and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am there ye may be 
also/' His disciples were filled with sorrow at 
the thought of his departure. He had been their 
all, — ^their master, friend, guardian ; and, during 
the interval of his absence, they regarded them- 
selves as "orphans,'^ left helpless and alone, 
deserted and destitute in the midst of an im- 
friendly world ! But, in the blessed promise of 
the text, Jesus reassures their drooping spirits, 
revives their fainting hearts — ''I will pray the 
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Father^ and He shall give you another Comforter^ 
that He may abide with you for ever : even the 
Spirit of truth I " What his personal presence 
had been to them^ that henceforth^ in the way of 
all needful help and comfort would be his Holy 
Spirit : Even — '' Another Comforter /'' 

The Greek word rendered " Comforter ^* in our 
text is translated^ 1 John ii. 1, ^^ Advocate/' and 
there applied expressly to our Lord Jesus Christ. 
" If any man sin^ we have an advocate with the 
Father Jesus Christ the righteous ; and he is the 
propitiation for our sins/' 

This therefore doubtless is one meaning of this 
remarkable title. The Holy Ghost^ even as the 
Lord Jeaus^ is our advocate ; the former in the court 
of conscience^ the latter in the court of heaven ; 
the former pleading with the sinner in his own 
behalf^ the latter with the Father — '' Let it alone 
this year also!'' The former^ as the Spirit of 
grace and of supplication^ producing the earnest 
prayer^ the latter presenting the petition at the 
throne of grace : And the advocacy of the in- 
dwelling Spirit inducing, prompting, framing the 
ery for mercy is as needfiil for the salvation of the 
sinner and sanctification of the believer as the 
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advocacy of Him^ who, being the propitiation for 
our sins, now appeareth in the presence of God 
for us — ever living to make intercession for us. 

But the title '^ Comforter," in fact, suggests to 
us a variety of important offices the Blessed Spirit 
sustains in our behalf. The Greek verb (cra^axaXg/V), 
whence the term Comforter or Paraclete is derived, 
signifies to call to aid, to admonish, to persuade, 
to incite, to entreat, to pray, to which may be 
added the Hellenistic signification, to console, 
to soothe, to encourage. The principal idea, 
perhaps, is that of help and intercession ; a sense 
which is supported by Romans viii. 26, ^'Like- 
wise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for 
we know not what we should pray for as we 
ought, but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for 
us (or in us) with groanings which cannot be 
uttered.^' This meaning is appropriate to all the 
passages in the New Testament where the word 
occurs. The more extensive term " helper,'^ in- 
cluding teacher, monitor, advocate, agrees far 
better with the general import of the title than the 
more limited term Comforter. Though, perhaps, 
as no one word in our English language can ade- 
quately supply the full meaning of the original 
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word, the translation Paraclete, had it been 
introduced in our authorised version, might have 
proved the most appropriate and expressive that 
could have been adopted. 

In our meditations on the important and deeply 
interesting subject proposed for our consideration, 
viz. the personality and deity of the Holy Ghost, 
the Comforter, oh, that he may be pleased him- 
self to teach and bless us ! It is a subject of 
eternal import, most deeply affecting our whole 
view of Christian truth, most intimately connected 
with oiu* personal holiness, and peace, and happi- 
ness. As needful as life is to the body, is the 
indwelling of the spirit to the soul. All is dreary, 
dark, and dead, without his gracious presence. 
In the striking words of Mr. Addison, '^ He is 
lodged in our very essence, and is as a soul within 
a soul — ^to irradiate its imderstanding, rectify its 
will, purify its passions, and enliven all the powers 
of man;^^ and, again, he adds, describing the 
Christian experience of the behever, — ^'In his 
deepest sohtude and retirement he knows that he 
is in company with the greatest of beings, and 
perceives within himself such real sensations of his 
presence, as are more delightful than anything 
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that can be met witli in the conversation of his 
creatures/' 

May we in some measure^ at leasts realize the 
truth of this remark, while we consider from the 
words of the text, — - 

I. The promised Comforter. 

II. His Mission to Mankind. 

III. His Work of Grace. 

I. In the Apostle's Creed we are taught to say— 
^^ I believe in the Holy Ghost;'' which words are 
thus more fully explained in the summary pre- 
sented in the Church Catechism, — " Thirdly, I 
learn to believe in God the Holy Ghost, who 
sanctifieth me and all the elect people of God." 
The Nicene Creed is fuller still — " I believe in the 
Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life, who pro- 
ceedeth from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son together is worshipped 
and glorified, who spake by the prophets." The 
Creed of St. Athanasius affirms distinctly the per-* 
sonality of the Holy Ghost, adding, " Such as the 
Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy 
Ghost : " '^ Uncreate : " '^ Incomprehensible : " 
" Eternal : " " Almighty : " " God : " — " The 
Holy Ghost is of the Father and of the Son, 
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neither made^ nor created^ nor begotteni but pro- 
ceeding." Again: TheFifth Article declares — "The 
Holy Ghost proceeding &om the Father and the 
Son^ is of one substance, majesty^ and glory with 
the Father and the Son, very and eternal God/^ 
The distinct personality and proper deity of the 
Holy Ghost is also everywhere assumed in our 
Scriptural Liturgy. I need only remind you of 
the petition in our Litany — "0 (Jod the Holy 
Ghost, proceeding from the Father and the Son : 
have mercy upon us, miseraUe sinners/' 

Of the nature and manner of the existence of 
the Divine Being it is impossible for us to affirm 
more than the Holy Scriptures teach us, and it 
would be profane to indulge in conjecture on so 
sublime and necessarily mysterious a subject. It 
is, however, the plain teaching of our church, 
foimded on the sure warranty of Grod's word, that 
there is one person of the Father, another of the 
Son, and another of the Holy Ghost; and that 
while the Father is made of none, and the Son is 
of the Father alone, not made, nor created, but 
begotten; the Holy Ghost proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. 
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We profess with finnest faith that there is One 
God and none other than He ; and that God is a 
Spirit. On the other hand we beheve, on the 
teaching of the Holy Scriptures, a plurality of 
persons in the Godhead — the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit ; that the three divine persons 
are no component parts of the divine nature. Deity 
being immeasurable and indivisible; that the divine 
nature, infinite and entire, is not participated but 
POSSESSED by the three sacred persons. How this 
can be, we pretend not to understand nor to ex- 
plain. Inability to grasp a subject so immeasur- 
ably beyond all human, all finite capacity is a 
necessary condition of our being, and forms not a 
shadow of objection to its truth. On this subject 
" it is the glory of God to conceal a thing '^ 
(Prov. XXV. 2), and it is the duty of man to receive 
with meekness the engrafted word which is able 
to save his soul. 

1. There is, then, " One person of the Holy 

Ghost" The question is simply this — Whether 

the testimony of Scripture, in reference to the 

Holy Ghost, is such as necessarily indicates 

personal agency, or whether it may be interpreted 
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as a mere personification of the Divine attributes 
and operations, just as we may personify the 
mercy, love, or providence of God. 

(1.) Let us try the question. You remember 
our Lord^s command : " Baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.'^ Could you admit the following altera- 
tion of the words, — "Baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Divine 
LoveP" Again, take St. Paul's well-known 
benediction : Could you allow the substitution, — ^ 
'^ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love 
of God and the fellowship of the Divine Providence 
be with you.'' The incongruity is felt to be 
inadmissable and repulsive. In both texts just 
quoted, the Holy Spirit is so associated with two 
real and divine persons as to render the connexion 
unaccountable, if distinct personality be not ad- 
mitted in the third as well as in the two former 
instances. 

(2.) A second argument is to be derived from 
the use of the Personal Pronoun as applied by our 
blessed Saviour (in the 14th, 15th, and 16th chap- 
ters of St. John) to the Spirit of God. The masculine 
pronoun is put in concord with the neuter 
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antecedent {rh nrn^im rh a/pw) the Holy Spirit* 
Consider the 26th verse of John xiv. ^^The Com- 
forter the Holy Ghost^ whom the Father will send 
in my name^ he shall teach you all things/' We 
might correctly translate the passage ^^ The Father 
shall send the Holy Ghost and that person shall 
teach you all things/' Not only the work to be 
done^ but the form of expression {He shall do it)^ 
necessarily requires personal agency. 

Or take the verse we have chosen for our text, 
verse 16, ^^ I will pray the Father and He shall 
give you another Comforter that He may abide 
with you for ever, even the spirit of truth ; whom 
the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not 
neither knoweth him, but ye know him; for he 
dwelleth with you and shall be in you/' There 
can be no doubt in reference to the personality of 
the Son who prays, nor of the Father who receives 
the prayer; what doubt then can remain as to the 
distinct personality of that " other Comforter,"— 
the third person mentioned in this text ? 

(3.) Again, Personal properties are ascribed to 
the Holy Spirit. He possesses infinite intellect 
(1 Cor. ii. 10, 11), "The Spirit searcheth all things, 
yei^ the deep things of God; — the things of God 
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kBowetli no man, but the Spirit of God/' Not 
only does he possess infinite understanding. He 
has a " wilV or personal choice (1 Cor. idi. 11), 
" All these worketh that one and the selfsame spirit 
dividing to every man severally as He tvill" 

He has affections, " Grieve not the Holy Spirit " 
(Ephes. iv. 30). He may be vexed, (Is. kiii. 10), 
^^They rebelled and vexed his Holy Spirit." 
Again, St. Paul writes (Rom. xv. 30), *' I beseech 
you by our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the love 
of the Spirit.'^ 

He is the object of worship and therefore a 
person (2 Thess. iii. 5) ; " and the Lord (t. e. the 
Holy Spirit) direct your hearts into the love of 
God and into the patient waiting for Christ.'' 

He is the object of direct offence by sin. '' The 
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be 
forgiven unto men" (Matt. xii. 31). 

(4.) Personal actions are also attributed to the 
Holy Spirit. He commands; — (Acts xiii. 2) "The 
Holy Ghost said, separate me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work whereimto I have called them." 
He forbids; — (Acts xvi. 6, 7.) Paul and 
Timothy were " forbidden of the Holy Ghost to 
preach the word in Asia, and when they assayed 
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to go into Bithynia, the Spirit suflfered them 
not/' 

Hq judges: — (Acts xv. 28) '^It seemed good . 
to the Holy Ghost and to us/' 

He reveals the Divine will: — (1 Tim. iv. 1) 
'^ The Spirit speaketh expressly.'' 

He performs miracles : '^ They began to speak 
with other tongues as the Spirit gave them 
utterance" (Acts ii. 4.). "The Spirit caught 
away Philip" (Acts viii. 38.). St. Paul speaks 
of ^^ mighty signs and wonders by the power of 
the Spirit of God/' (Rom. xv. 9.) 

He teaches — (Luke xii. 12) : He testifies (Acts 
XX. 23). He intercedes (Rom. viii. 26). He 
renovates (John iii. 5). He strengthens (Ephes. 
iii. 16). 

Numerous similar proofs might be adduced. 
But these passages fully prove the distinct per- 
sonality of the Holy Ghost. 

2. Let me add ; The Holy Spirit is a divine 
person : He is God. 

(1.) He is styled such ! "Why hath Satan filled 
thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost ? Thou hast 
not lied unto men but unto God I " (Acts v. 3, 4.) 
"The temple of God is holy, which temple 
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ye are^' (1 Cor. iii. 17.) " Know ye not that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in 
you?'' (1 Cor. vi. 19*) 

" That which is bom of the Spirit" (John iii. 6) 
is said to be ^'bom of God" (1 John v. 4). 

" All Scripture is given by inspiration of God; 
(2 Tim. iii. 16.) but writes St. Peter (2 Ep. i. 
21), " Holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost" 

" It is written in the prophets, and they shall 
be all taught of God" (John vi. 45). St. Paul 
writes (1 Cor. ii. 13) : " Not in the words which 
man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth." 

(2.) His attributes claim divinity. He is eternal, 
(Heb. ix. 14.) " Who through the eternal Spirit 
oflfered Himself without spot to God." He is 
omnipresent (Ps. cxxxix. 7). " Whither shall I go 
from thy Spirit ? or whither shall I flee from thy 
presence?'* He i% omniscient. "Hesearcheth 
aU things." (1 Cor. ii. 10.) 

(3.) His works claim divinity. He is the Cre- 
ator. ^^ The spirit of Gt)d moved on the face of 
the waters." (Gen. i. 2). ^^By His Spirit he 
hath garnished the heavens." (Job xxvi. 13). 
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^*Tbon sendest forth thy Spirit, th^ are created*' 
(Ps. civ. 80). 

He qualified Jesus for his work. " The spirit 
of the Lord God is upon me^' (Is. Ixi. 1). 
Through his abiding energy, Jesus '^ offered him* 
self without spot to God'^ (Heb. ix. 14). He 
raised Him from the dead, so that Jesus was 
'' quickened by the Spirit ^^ (1 Pet. iii. 18). 

He strives with the wicked : He renews the 
heart : He sanctifies the elect people of God : 
They are baptized in his name: They are 
changed into the divine image " from glory to 
glory as by the spirit of the Lord.'' 

He is the author of all spiritual life and grace. 
'^ Through Christ we have access by one spirit unto 
the Father.'' " Love, joy and peace" are the 
'' fruits of the Spirit." All " fellowship with the 
Father and His Son Jesus Christ" is "by the 
commimion of the Holy Ghost." 

Could all this be said of a creature ? — What, 
angel, what man could perform Works such as 
these, — so essentially Divine ? We conclude 
then, on the testimony of Holy Scripture, that the 
Holy Ghost is God. In the words of our Church 
Article — " Of one substance, majesty and glory 
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with tke Father and the Son, very and eternal 
God/' 

II. It is time we turned our attention to the 
MISSION of this Divine Person to Mankind. 

*' I will pray the Father and He shall give yod 
another Comforter.'' In the twenty-sixth verse 
we read : " But the Comforter which is the Holy 
Ghost whom, the Father tvill send in my name.'* 
Again, in chapter xv. verse 26, the Saviour says, 
*' When the Comforter is come whom I will send 
unto you from the Father, He shall testify of me.** 
Similar language is used by the Saviour in 
chapter xvi. verse 7. ''If I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I 
depart I will send him unto you ; '^ and verse 13, 
it is added "When He the spirit of truth is 
come, he will guide you into all truth; for he 
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he 
shall hear that shall He speak : and He will show 
you things to come. He shall glorify me: for 
He shall receive of mine and shall shew it unto 
you." 

From these Scriptures we conclude that just as 
Christ, in the capacity ei Mediator, was ''senf 
by the Father, so that officially his "Father'* was 
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" greater '' than "He/* and he could use the 
words — ^^I have not spoken of myself^ but the 
Father who hath sent me, he gave me a com- 
mandment what I should say and what I should 
speak /^ so, in the economy of grace, the Holy Spirit 
acts subordinately to the Father and the Son. 
In majesty and glory, coequality exists between 
each person of the blessed Three. But, in refer- 
ence to man, and the carrying out of the scheme 
of redemption, the Father gives his Son: And 
the Son in virtue of his mediation sends, or 
the Father, in Christ's name, sends his Holy 
Spirit ! Such is the representation of the Holy 
Scripture on this mysterious subject. We would 
not be wise above what is written; but, as we 
behold both Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, acting 
in concert and subordination, each fulfilling his 
distinct and proper office in the work of grace, 
what love, what adoring, devoted gratitude 
should fill our souls I We seem to feel anew the 
power of those stimng words — ^^How can ye 
escape, if ye neglect so obeat salvation V 

No doubt the Christian dispensation, in com- 
parison with those that have preceded it, is em- 
phatically the dispensation of the Spirit. But we 
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believe there never was a period when the Holy 
Spirit did not exercise a gracious influence on the 
souls of men, and that throughout eternity it will 
never be withdrawn. How was it with our first 
parents before the fall ? If when ^^ they heard the 
voice of the Lord God walking in the garden/^ 
(Gen. iii. 8) they were enabled to hold with him 
blissful and ineffable communion ; was it not the 
Holy Spirit who assisted and strengthened them 
in the presence of the Lord God, so that by his 
blessed influence it was, the interview induced the 
high, ennobling, and ravishing delight that filled 
their souls with ecstacy ? And when they fell ; 
who graciously led them to cast away all their 
exculpatory apologies and refuges; of lies, to which> 
at first, they seem to have had recourse ? As they 
stood at their altar of sacrifice, covered with mystic 
clothing derived from dying victims, and aptly 
representing the robe of the Redeemer's righteous- 
ness, the garments of salvation, — who taught them 
to exercise and profess humble faith in the pro-* 
mised seed ? My brethren, this was doubtless the 
Holy Spirit's work of grace ; who, in virtue of the 
everlasting covenant, deigned even then to visit 
man I And, from the beginning, whether mani« 

K 



180 THE COMFORTER. 

fested in the patriarchal or the Jewish Churchy 
whatever of faith in the promised Redeemer^ 
or of repentance toward God, or of love and 
zeal and devotion in his service, has been mani- 
fested among men, it was not of man or by 
man unassisted by divine influence ; the Holy 
Ghost, in some measure at least, in his enlighten- 
ing, comdncing, converting, sanctifying operations 
was ^'moving on'' the minds and hearts of 
sinners; for, in reference to such results, it is 
"not by power nor by mighf they can be pro- 
duced, but '^by my Spirit, saith the Lord of 
Hosts/' If, by faith, Abel oflfered unto God a 
more excellent sacrifice than Cain; if, by faith, 
Enoch was translated, and Noah prepared an ark; 
if, by faith, Abraham when called went, out not 
knowing whither he went, and when tried offered 
up Isaac ; if, by fietith, Isaac blessed Jacob and 
Esau ; and Jacob both the sons of Joseph ; if, by 
faith, Joseph when he died made mention of the 
departure of the children of Israel ; if, by faith, 
Moses refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's 
daughter, forsook Egypt, kept the Passover, and 
passed through the Bed Sea ; if, by faith, the walls 
of Jericho feU doim and Rahab perished not with 
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them that believed not ; if, by faith, Gideon and 
Barak, and Samson, and Jephthae, David also, and 
Samuel, and the prophets ^^ subdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped 
the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness 
were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned 
to flight the armies of the aliens ;'' who, I ask, 
imparted to them this victorious principle of faith 
whereby they overcame the world? Did it spring 
spontaneously from that heart which inspiration 
has described as "the evil heart of unbelief ?'' 
We know that whatever of faith, and devotion, and 
zeal toward Gk)d the Patriarchal or the Jewish 
Church displayed; that whatever has proved 
acceptable to Gk)d and has been commended of 
him, man, in any age, or land, or under any 
circumstances, produced, to the Holy Spirit as its 
gracious author must the praise be humbly and 
gratefully ascribed; it is the work of his grace, 
and indubitable proof of his presence among men, 
and his agency in their souls. 

Nor were Old Testament saints ignorant of the 
gracious agency of the Holy Spirit, in reference 
to themselves and the world around them. Moses 



130 THE COMFORTER. 

wrote of the antediluvian world, ^^ And the Lord 
said, My spirit, shall not always strive with man/' 
Of Israel in the desert, Isaiah wrote, " They re- 
belled and vexed His Holy Spirit/^ How David 
prayed, " Take not thy Holy Spirit from me ! '' 
and Nehemiah records that, in his day, "God 
gave the Jews His Holy Spirit/' 

But, in accordance with Old Testament pro- 
phecy, it was the bright and blessed privilege of 
the Gospel dispensation to enjoy a Pentecostal 
effusion. You remember Peter's words, "This 
is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel ; — 
And it shall come to pass in the last days saith 
God, I wiU pour out of my Spirit upon all 
flesh ! " And, though, in reference to the ministry 
both of his forerunner and of our Lord himself, 
the presence of the Spirit was remarkably dis- 
played, — so that, of John the Baptist it is said, 
he was " filled with the Holy Ghost even from 
his mother's womb," and of Jesus that he was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost — at his baptism 
that the Spirit descended upon him in the shape 
of a dove — at his temptation that he was led up 
of the Spirit into the wilderness — that by the 
finger or Spirit of God he cast out devils — ^by 
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the eternal Spirit, lie offered himself without spot 
to God, and after death was quickened by the 
Spirit ; — though, thus, in accordance with IsaiaVs 
prophecy (xi. 2, 3.) all through his ministry, " the 
spirit of the Lord God rested ^^ upon Him, — still, 
the future outpouring of the Spirit was the pecu- 
liar and precious promise of Christ himself; — as 
one quotation wiU abundantly establish : For we 
read (John vii. 37-39.) '' In the last day, that 
great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried 
saying. If any man thirst, let him come unto me 
and drink. He that beheveth in me, as the 
Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow 
RIVERS of living water. But this spake he of 
the spirit, which they that beUeve on him should 
receive : for the Holy Ghost was not yet given ; 
because that Jesus was not yet glorified^' Such 
was the promise, and how fully was it realized ! 
In all his gracious influence and miraculous gifts,' 
in what plenitude of divine power, did Pentecost 
attest his presence ! Then, indeed, the ministry 
of the Redeemer had ceased — but the ministry 
of the Spirit had commenced! That other 
Comforter had come! And witness his agency 
and sanctifying influence on Apostles and the 
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first believers! Peter, who before had thrice 
denied him, — ^the Apostles who had all forsaken 
him, now stand in Solomon^s porch, and before 
the Sanhedrim with " great boldness " and irre- 
sistible power proclaim Jesus to be both Lord and 
Christ : They rejoice that they are counted 
worthy to sufier shame for his name! Filled 
with the Holy Ghost, Stephen saw the heavens 
opened, and the Son of man standing on the 
right hand of God, and so he fell asleep I See 
Paul, once the persecutor and blasphemer, he now 
stands before kings, Christ's faithful witness; 
Felix, Festus, and Agrippa, and even Caesar hears 
from his lips that gospel of which he is '' set for 
the defence/' a martyr's death awaits him, and he 
rejoices in the crown of glory that fadeth not 
away; but whence this mighty change? Hear 
his own confession ; " Thy grace is sufficient for 
me ; '' " Not I, but the grace of God that is with 
me/' Yes ! and it was by the grace of God's 
Holy Spirit, apostles, martyrs, and confessors, 
amid torture, blood, and death, bore faithful 
testimony to their Lord. Sustained and comforted 
by the Spirit's gracious presence, Polycarp, when 
above ninety years of age, exclaimed, as he was. 
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carried to the stake, '^Eighty and six years have I 
served him ! how can I blaspheme my king who 
has saved me ! ^' When his executioners were 
about to nail him to the stake, he said, '^ Leave 
me as I am : he who ordains that I should endure 
the fire, will enable me to stand unflinchingly at 
the pile ! '^ As the fire was kindling he praised 
God, " I bless thee that thou hast thought me 
worthy of this honour to obtain a portion among 
thy martyrs, in the cup of Christ, for the resur- 
rection both of soul and body to eternal life in 
the incorruptibleness of the Holy Spirit. There- 
fore I praise thee, I bless thee, I glorify thee, 
through Jesus Christ thy beloved Son ; — ^through 
whom be glory to thee, with him, in the Holy 
Spirit, both now and through all future ages. 
Amen/' Taught and sustained by the same 
Holy Spirit, the Waldenses, amid their moun- 
tain fastnesses preserved their religion from Papal 
corruption ; and Wiclifi^, the morning star of the 
Reformation rose out of darkness, the harbinger 
of a day of light ; and Luther burned the Pope's 
bull, and threw off the crushing yoke of Rome ; 
and Rogers washed his hands in flames and 
rejoiced in fiery baptism; — and Ridley bade his 
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sister come to his marriage ; and aged Latimer 
exclaimed, " Be of good cheer, brother Ridley ! 
we shall this day light such a candle in England 
as shall never be put out ! " And, in our own 
day, — who, but this blessed comforter, brings the 
soul out of darkness into marvellous light ?— ^ 
guides in difficulty, consoles in trouble, strengthens 
in temptation, and in the hour of death has 
enabled many a saint (some known it may be to 
yourselves — ^your own pious kindred who have 
died in the Lord,) on a bed of death to triumph, 
" death, where is thy sting I grave, where is 
thy victory ! — Thanks be to God who giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ/^ 

Nor, my brethren, as, in reference to this de- 
lightful subject, we have reviewed remote ages, and 
testified to the agency of the Spirit of God, in all 
che grace and peace and comfort, it was the past as 
it is the present privilege of believers to enjoy; 
let us fear to cast our eye over ^q future that lies 
before us. To the same efficient energy of the Holy 
Ghost will be attributable all the spiritual light 
and life and love that will be enjoyed throughout 
the millennial period of the Church of God. ^^ Ano- 
ther Pentecostal feast will then be held, the me- 
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morial of a deliverance from a worse than Egyptian 
bondage^ the bondage of sin and Satan I the era 
of thanksgiving for the ingathering of the harvest 
of the world ! the recognition, not of the delivery 
of the law from Sinai amidst thunderings and 
lightnings and voices, but of its inscription on the 
softened heart by the finger of the living God ! 
Nor will this feast of an ulterior Pentecost be 
limited to a few days of rest and enjoyment like 
that of the ceremonial Pentecost; nor, like the 
first efiusion of the Spirit will its energy decline 
in the course of a century; but it will be the 
sabbath of the ages of the world, and will be fol- 
lowed by that eternal and unchangeable state 
in which the presence of the Great King, and the 
influence of his blessed Spirit, will be enjoyed for 
ever and for ever/^ * 

III, We have already more than glanced at 
His Gracious Work: In conclusion, I would 
remind you on this part of our subject, that the 
Comforter is expressly called, 

1. Spirit of Truth : Satan is the father of lies ; 

* Bev. T. T. Biddulph's, " Divine Influence traced from 
the Creation of Man to the Consummation of all Things," 
p. 208. 
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and, until the Holy Spirit graciously opens our 
eyes to see and hearts to receive the truth, we are 
sitting in darkness and the shadow of death. He 
inspired holy men of old to write the Scriptures, 
the one standard of truth of which he himself is 
the source, the spring, the fountain ! Those 
sacred pages he irradiates with the bright beams 
of heavenly light, that '^ in his light we may see 
hght.'^ And, what is more, he ^' shines into our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ/^ For, 

2. He is the Spirit of Christ : Sent by Christ, 
and by the Father in Christ^s name. And, said 
our blessed Saviour (John xvi. 14), ^^He shall 
glorify me : for he shall receive of mine, and shall 
shew it unto you/^ The grace and glory of Christ 
he takes and displays before the eyes of his admir- 
ing people. The virtue of the Saviour^s sacrifice, 
the prevalence of his intercession, the sufficiency 
of his grace, the depth of his love, the greatness 
of his salvation, the security and blessedness of 
the believer, — of these things the Spirit takes and 
shows them unto us. 

3. He is the Spirit of Life, No man hath 
quickened his own soul : It is the Spirit that 
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quickeneth. Dead in trespasses and sins^ man is 
as insensible as the clods of the valley^ till the 
Holy Ghost breathes on the slain that they may 
live. Our world is indeed a valley, full of bones 
that are very dry. " Son of man, can these 
bones live ? .... So I prophesied as I was com- 
manded : and, as I prophesied, there was a noise, 
and behold a shaking and the bones came together, 
bone to his bone. And when I beheld, lo, the 
sinews and the flesh came upon them, and the 
skin covered them above ; but there was no breath 
in them ! Then said he unto me, prophesy imto 
the wind : Prophesy, son of man and say to the 
wind. Thus saith the Lord God, Come from the 
four winds, breath, and breathe upon these slain 
that they may live. So I prophesied, as he com- 
manded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived and stood up upon their feet, an ex- 
ceeding great army.^' Ezek. xxxvii. 3, &c. O that 
now the preached gospel may be accompanied with 
some such spiritual resurrection ! 

4. He is the Spirit of Grace and of Suppli- 
cations: (Zech. xii. 10.) ''The Spirit also helpeth 
our infirmities : for we know not what we should 
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pray for as we ought, but the Spirit itself maketh 
intercession for us with groanings which cannot 
be uttered/^ Rom. viii. 26. 

5. He is the Spirit of Holiness: From him 
cometh every good thought, resolution, and desire. 
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness^ 
temperance. By his blessed influence we grow in 
grace, so that our path is like that of the dawning 
light which shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day. 

6. He is the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we 
cry Abba Father : what peace, and joy, and 
assurance of faith and hope he imparts to the 
believer ! ^Tis he who enables us to learn the 
lesson, — " We know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to his purpose.'' Rom. viii. 28. 

7. His indwelling is the pledge of Glory : ^^ Ye 
were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, 
which is the earnest of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, unto the 
praise of his glory.'' Ephes. i. 13, 14. 

Have we this seal ? When God sets his seal 
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on a man^d heart there is some holy stamp^ an 
impressed image left upon his heart. It is the 
image of himself ! In affection, desire, pursuit, 
the believer (a partaker of the Divine nature) is 
also a possessor of the Divine image ! He is a 
holy man, and therefore like the thrice holy God ! 
Examine yourselves, whether you have this satis- 
factory evidence of your adoption. Beware of 
deception ! It is not profession that I speak of, 
nor of spiritual knowledge, nor any gift, but of 
grace ! Are you holy ? Do you love God ? Do 
you love his word ? his house ? his day ? his 
table ? Do you love his throne of grace ? Do 
you love himself? "Without holiness, no man 
shall see the Lord ?" ^' If any man have not the 
spirit of Christ, he is none of his." 

Come, Holy Ghost, onr souls inspire 
And lighten with celestial fire, 
Thou the anointing Spirit art 
Who dost thy seven-fold gifts impart : 
Thy blessed miction from above, 
Is comfort, life, and fire of love. 
Enable with perpetual light 
The dulness of our blinded sight. 
Anoint and cheer our soiled face 
With the abundance of thy grace. 
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Keep far onr foes, give peace at home 
Where thou art guide, no ill can come. 
Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
And thee, of both, to be but one. 
That thro' the ages all along 
This may be our endless song, 

Praise to thy eternal merit. 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 



MAN AS HE WAS, IS, AND MUST BE. 



" If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature." — 2 Corin- 
thians y. 17. 



It is of the utmost importance that we never 
forget the fact that Ood made man^ not the de- 
praved, polluted sinner we now find him but in 
His own most holy and glorious image. At the 
creation, " God said, let us make man in our image^ 

after our likeness So God created man in 

his own image, in the image of Gt)d created He him ^' 
(Gen. i. 26, 27). Men have sometimes lost sight of 
this glorious truth and argued as though to 
regard man by nature as unholy and rebellious^ 
were to cast dishonour upon his Maker as having 
made him such. Sceptics have argued against 
the doctrine of human depravity as an absurdity, 
an impossibility; urging that a Being Himself 
holy and benevolent never would nor could have 
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made his creature man the sinful and polluted 
heing we declare him to be by nature. This is 
one of the unfair and false assumptions of infi- 
delity. It presumes on the ignorance of careless 
and godless men, and builds an argument on a 
statement which an appeal to Scripture history 
proves at once to be most false and reckless. The 
testimony of Scripture is most positive and un- 
varied. ^' God made man upnght, but He sought 
out many inventions'^ (Eccles. vii. 29). "In the 
likeness of God made he him'' (Gen. v. 1). "In 
the image of God made He man" (Gen. ix. 6). 
The Apostle St. Paul writes, " He is the image 
and glory of God" (1 Cor. xi. If), and St. James. 
" Men are made after the similitude of God" 
(James iii. 9). Originally man's will and moral 
constitution was in perfect and most blessed ac- 
cordance with his Maker's. In righteousness and 
true holiness he reflected, as in a mirror, the 
image of his Great Creator. Nevertheless God 
made man a free agent. Like holy angels he 
was free to stand, or free to fall ! He fell! And 
the sin and shame, the guilt and pollution and 
perdition of his fall is all his own, — his own 
seeking and his own doing. 
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By one man sin entered into the world 
and death by sin; and so death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned/^ Rom. v. 12. 

He fell when he might have stood ; and, by 
that wilful act of premeditated transgression, 
himself became accursed and depraved; and to 
posterity transmitted the guilt of sin and heritage 
of corrupt humanity. 

Contrast man as he was and as he is ! His 
soul! what fellowship it held with angels and 
with God. His spirit ! how it soared to heaven, — 
how sublime its aspirations! His affections! 
how fixed on God and filled with a sense of his 
love and goodness ! His intellect ! how clear, 
unclouded ! His judgment ! how unbiased and 
correct ! Himself! As, in God he lived and moved 
and had his being, so, in his service, how complete 
his devotedness, how full his satisfaction, how 
overflowing was his cup of joy I 
^ But is man such still ? Is this his state and 
character now ? We need not appeal to Scripture 
on this subject. Look around on your fellow- 
men. Look within you : Study your own 
heart and character, as in the sight of God, and 
let conscience speak ! Let fact . reply ! Let the^ 

L 
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experience of every day, — the fedings, fears^ and 
desires of the heart furnish a reply to the 
question we have proposed. Who amongst us, 
now, by nature, finds his happiness in God? 
What unconverted man amongst us would desire 
to exchange earth at once for heaven .and to place 
himself before the throne of the thrice holy God ? 
Who amongst us, a stranger yet to the grace of 
God, has set his heart on heavenly joys, and desires 
above all other things to participate in their 
blessedness ? Who does not confess his intel- 
lectual power enfeebled ? His judgment fallible f 
himself a sinner ? Where is the man that dare 
stand up in the assembly of his fellows and 
declare himself faultless toward God and man ? 
It is the voice of conscience, and the voice of 
reason, the testimony of daily and universal ex- 
perience, — " We are all as an unclean thing, and 
all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags ; and we 
all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities like the 
wind have taken us away/' ^' If we say we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not 
in \x&" 

Thus fact assumes what Revelation affirms; 
and the testimony of Holy Scripture on this im- 
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portant subject next claims our careful thought 
and devout attention. 

Let me present to you the doctrine as embodied 
and expressed in the Catechism and Articles of our 
Church and founded on the teaching of Holy 
Scripture. Our Church Catechism speaks of men 
as " being by nature bom in sin^ and the children 
of wrath.'^ Our ninth Article treats of original or 
birth-sin; and declares it '^standeth not in the 
following of Adam, (or in mere imitation as the 
heretic Felagius taught,) but it is the fault and 
corruption of every man that naturally is engen- 
dered of the offspring of Adam : whereby man is 
very far gone (or as the latin version has it " quam 
longissimi ^' as far gone as possible) from original 
righteousness, and is of his own nature inclined to 
evil : '' &c. The tenth Article on " Free will/' 
farther states, that ^'the condition of man after 
the fall of Adam is such that he cannot turn and 
prepare himself by his own natural strength and 
good works to faith and calling upon God. Where- 
fore we have no power to do good works, &c.'' 
And, in the 13th Article our Church declares of 
" works before justification,*'-^" Works done before 
the grace of Christ, and the inspiration of his 
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Spirit^ are not pleasant to God. . yea^ rather. . . 
we doubt not but they have the nature of sin.'' 

And mark how fully these plain statements are 
authorised by the word of God ! — " Behold^ I was 
shapen in iniquity^ and in sin did my mother con- 
ceive me '^ (Ps. li. 2) . ^' The wicked are estranged 
from the womb : as soon as they are bom they go 
astray (Ps. Iviii. 3.). "We were by nature chil- 
dren of wrath'' (Eph. ii. 3). "The imagination 
of man's heart is evil from his youth" (Gen. viii. 
21). "Every imagination of the thought of his 
heart was only evil continually" (Gren. vi. 4). 
"The heart is deceitful above all things and 
desperately wicked, who can know it ? " (Jer. xvii. 
9). "That which is bom of the flesh is flesh" (John 
iii. 6). "How can he be clean that is bom of a 
woman?" (Job xxv. 4). "They that are in the 
flesh cannot please God" (Bom. viii. 8). "We 
are without strength " (Rom. v. 6) ; " dead in 
sins" (Eph. ii. 1). "Can the Ethiopian change 
his skin, or the leopard his spots ? Then may ye 
dso do good, that are accustomed to do evil" 
(Jer. xiii. 25). Bead our blessed Saviour's descrip- 
tion of the heart of man: — (Matt. xv. 18, 19) 
'f Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders^ 
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adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blas- 
phemies ; these are the things which defile a man/' 
Bead the works of the flesh, as detailed by St. 
Paul, (Gal. V. 19-21,) '^ which are these, — adultery, 
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry,, 
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulation, wrath, 
strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, 
drunkenness, revellings, and such like/' 

We conclude then that man by nature is cor- 
rupt, and that corruption has spread itself over 
every part of his moral constitution. His heart 
is desperately wicked ; its imaginations only evil 
continually ; his soul dead in trespasses and sins; 
his spirit at enmity with God; his conscience 
is perverted; and the members of his body are 
yielded as instruments of unrighteousness unto 
sin. How deep-seated the disease, how universal 
the moral malady, how fatal its effects I and, my 
brethren, the disease is not only infectious, in the 
way of example, but hereditary. The child is born 
the sinner, (not only as we have shown in a 
former discourse on account of imputed sin,) but 
as the descendant of a corrupt progenitor, inherit- 
ing his sinful likeness and the plague-spot of 
corruption. The mind of the infant is not as a 
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sheet of white paper on which you may write 
either good or bad; its purity is ah'eady tar- 
nished, its innocence ah*eady destroyed, as the 
angry passions of infancy give too melancholy 
proof. By nature, — ^not only by depravation, or 
custom, or ill contracted habits, but by the first 
principle and very source of action is man a 
sinner. As the child grows, his corruption begins 
not to exist, but the more manifestly to appear ! 
and it grows with his growth and strengthens 
with his strength, till at length the little child 
becomes the strong man in sin — ^the giant in 
daring rebellion against his God. 

Such is fallen man ! But must he perish in 
his rebellion ? Condemned as a rebel ! must he 
be led away to execution ? The prey of corrup- 
tion ! must he die the eternal death ? The gospel 
message is, ^Hhere is now no condemnation to 
them that are in Christ Jesus.'' (Rom. viii. 1.) 
" Being justified by faith we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.'' (Bom. v. 1.) 
But the condemnation averted, how is the plague 
to be stayed ? the fatal disease to be healed ? the 
corruption of nature to be eradicated ? its pollution 
to be cleansed? and a state of death to be exchanged 
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for moral soundness, health and life ? Suppose 
the sinner pardoned, and to have gained access 
into heaven ; nevertheless, in heaven, if he still be 
the prey of sin, unholy, unsanctified, — amid all 
heaven's life, he would be the prey of death ! A 
dying sinner still ! And where all else is life and 
bliss, and holiness and glory, here would be one 
filled with dark despair, direful enmity, corroding 
misery, fit only for the society of the devil and his 
angels, and that blackness of darkness for ever 
where they dwell. It is therefore, the Divine 
decree, ''without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord ; '' it is the unchangeable law of heaven, 
''there shall in no wise enter into it any thing 
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomi- 
nation or maketh a lie/' (Rev. xxi. 27.) 

How pressing then the inquiry — How may the 
pollution of our fallen nature be removed, and 
that holiness be attained, without which no man 
shall see the Lord ? I reply — 

We must be converted! "Verily I say unto 
you, except ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
God.'' (Matthew xviii. 8.) 

We must be begotten again ! " Blessed be the 
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God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten 
us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incor-^ 
ruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away/^ 
(1 Pet. i. 3, 4.) 

We must be bom again! "Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, except a man be bom again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God/^ (John iii. 3.) 

We must become new creatures ! '^ If any man 
be in Christ he is a new creature : Old things 
have passed away, behold, all things have become 
new/' (2 Cor. v. 17.) 

We must be raised from the dead ! " And you 
hath he quickened who were dead in trespasses 
and sins.'' (Ephes. ii. 1.) 

Converted ! Begotten again ! Bom again ! 
Created anew! Raised from the dead! What 
do these expressions mean? How remarkable 
they are ! How forcible ! How full of meaning ! 
What can their meaning be ? 

Now surely they betoken something more than 
to be baptized. You cannot hesitate to admit the 
fact that thousands who have been baptized have 
never been savingly converted to the Lord. Simon 
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Magus was baptized by Philip. But to him the 
Apostle Peter addressed those fearful words — 
" Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter : 
for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. . . . 
I perceive thou art in the gall of bitterness^ and 
in the bond of iniquity.^' (Acts viii. 21, 23.) 
To be baptized is not necessarily to be converted. 
Every converted man, in obedience to the Lord's 
command, will submit to Christian baptism ;- but 
thousands admitted by baptism into the visible 
Church and professedly Christian hve unconverted 
and die unsaved. 

It is something more than profession. With 
the name to live, in very deed we may be dead to 
God. ^^ Not every one that saith unto me. Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is 
in heaven. Many will say to me in that day. 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name ? 
And in thy name have cast out devils ? And in 
thy name have done many wonderful works ? And 
then will I profess unto them, I never knew you : 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity.'' (Matt, 
vii. 21-23.) 

It is more than association 1 Among the chosen 
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twelve there was a Judas^ an apostate^ a traitor^ a 
suicide ! " Have I not chosen you twelve ? and 
one of you is a devil/' ^^ As in the days that 
were before the flood, they were eating and drink- 
ing, marrying and giving in marriage (until the 
day that Noah entered into the ark), and knew 
not, until the flood came and took them all away ; 
so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be. 
Then shall two be in the field, the one shall be 
taken and the other left. Two women shall be 
grinding at the mill : the one shall be taken and 
the other left.'' (Matt. xxiv. 38-41.) In the last 
great day — what separations will there be 
among those who have occupied the same pew at 
church ! who have knelt around the same family 
altar at home I 

It is more than sympathy ! The song of joy 
or tale of sorrow may deeply move you. You 
may rejoice with them that do rejoice and weep 
with them that weep ; but you may not yet have 
learned to rejoice in Christ Jesus, and to have no 
confidence in the flesh ; nor to mourn for sin with 
that godly sorrow that worketh repentance unto 
salvation not to be repented of ! 

It is more than change of sentiment I A clear 
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argument and sound reasoning may correct much 
doctrinal error; and your creed may become as 
sound as orthodoxy itself could frame it but, 
with the clearest head, there may be the hardest 
heart. 

It is more than conviction of sin ! ^' The devils 
also believe and tremble/' (James ii. 19.) 

It is more than cold morality I You may give 
all your goods to feed the poor, and your body to 
be burned, and have no charity. A worldly, con- 
ventional, outside religion, all show and form and 
nothing more, will profit you nothing ! 

It is more than reformation I Many worldly 
motives may induce a man to reform his course. 
I need not enumerate them. They are easily 
surmised. But from a gambler, a man may be- 
come most honest ; from a drunkard, most sober ; 
from a profligate, most moral; from the most 
irreligious, the most exact in every routine of 
religious service; and all the while, the secret 
springs of thought and feeling may remain un- 
moved, unchanged, unsanctified ; and in such and 
similar cases, there is no conversion ! 

In what then does it consist ? Briefly I would 
say in three particulars. 
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First, in a spiritual discernment of Gospel 
truth. So St. Paul teaches us : ^^ The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of Grod ; for 
they are foolishness unto him, neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually discerned ^^ 
(1 Cor. ii. 14). This is more than a theoretical 
knowledge of the way of life; and it includes ! 

approbation and experience, a '^ tasting" and 
" seeing^' that the Lord is gracious. The sinner 
is now brought to see himself a sinner. His is 
now the language of holy Job, " I have heard of 
thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine 
eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself and 
repent in dust and ashes.^' He sees himself 
condemned, polluted, helpless, lost. He sees God 
to be holy, just, and true, a sin-hating and sin- 
avenging God. These truths now possess a 
fearful reality unknown and unfelt before. He 
is arrested in his course of ungodliness and sin. 
^' Behold he prayeth ! '' He cries, " What must 
I do to be saved ?^' Then, that blessed Spirit, 
who has already lodged the arrow of conviction 
in the soul, and is Himself the Spirit of grace 
and supplication '^ shines into the heart and gives 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of (Jod in 
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the face of Jesus Christ/' Such an one is turned 
from darkness to light, from the darkness of 
ignorance to the light of gospel truth, the 
darkness of despair to the Ught of hope and joy, 
the darkness of sin and hell to the light of holiness 
and heaven. The Sun of righteousness has risen 
and illumined with the light of heaven each dark 
chamber of his benighted soul; the demon of 
darkness is dispelled, and the man becomes the 
habitation of God through the Spirit. Now that 
kingdom is established within which is '^ right- 
eousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.'' 
Christ is " all his salvation and all his desire." 
Justified by faith in Christ, he is also changed 
into his image, — and whereas he "once was dark- 
ness, now is he light in the Lord ! " 

Secondly, a clean heart is created and a right 
Spirit renewed within us. That blessed promise 
is now realized, " Then will I sprinkle clean water 
upon you, and ye shall be clean ; from all your 
filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse 
you. A new heart also will I give you, and a 
new spirit will I put within you: and I will take 
away the stony heart out of your flesh, and 
I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put 
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my Spirit within you and cause you to walk in 
my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments^ and 
do them.'' (Ezek. xxxvi. 25-28). A heart of 
stone! It is unimpressible; resisting and repelling^ 
whatever falls upon it. It is insensible; break 
it into a thousand pieces and each piece and par- 
ticle is stone still, destitute of feeling and vitality. 
A stone ! it is but a mass of hardened earth, — ^it 
is a dead weight, and he who carries about a 
heart of stone has that within him which makes 
him cleave unto the dust; — it sinks him lower 
and lower, day by day, and, if never taken away, 
must at last sink him into perdition. 

But the heart of flesh is the tender feeling 
heart, full of life and warmth, sensibility and 
energy. In such a heart, the love of God is shed 
abroad by the Holy Ghost ; it abhors that which 
is evil, it cleaves to that which is good ; it is im- 
pelled by a sense of God's love, especially as 
revealed in the gift of His Son Jesus Christ, to entire 
devotion to his service which is found perfect 
freedom ; it aspires to yet higher things ! not 
content with earthly joys, its " conversation is in 
Heaven;'' it rises as on eagle's wings; — so that 
the Apostle's words are verified, — " We were by 
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nature the children of wrath even as others. But 
Grod who is rich in mercy, for the great love where- 
with He loved us, even when we were dead in sins 
hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace 
are ye saved ; ) and hath raised us up together and 
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ J* 
(Eph. ii. 3, 6.) 

Thirdly, it consists in, for it is necessarily con- 
nected with, a life of practical godliness. '* We 
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them^^ (Ephes. ii. 10). "I will 
put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk 
in my statutes ; and ye shall keep my judgments 
and do them'' (Ezek. xxxvi. 27). There never 
was a spiritual discernment of the things of the 
spirit, and a change of heart, unaccompanied with 
a change of life. In every case of true conversion 
to God, the lusts of the flesh are mortified and the 
fruits of the Spiiit manifested. Vain is the ac- 
quirement of all knowledge ; delusive the tenderest 
emotions and highest flights of ecstacy, apart from 
practical godliness : " Whosoever is bora of God 
doth not commit sin ; for his seed remaineth in 
him ; and he cannot sin {i.e. habitually and wil- 
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fully), because he is bom of God'* (1 John iii. 9). 
'^ Nevertheless (and mark the enei^ of the 
Apostle's words) the foundation of God standeth 
sure, having this seal. The Lord knoweth them 
that are his. And, let every one that nameth the 
name of Christ depart from iniquity*' (2 Tim. ii. 
19). Now this change is, in its final result, 
commensurate with the evils of the fall. The 
sinner is renewed, restored, — ^he regains all he 
lost; he is created anew in righteousness and 
true holiness, and reinstated never so to fall as 
to perish everlastingly. 

The change is radical. It begins at the heart, 
the fountain of thought, feeling, and affection. The 
believer is a new creature — not physically, indeed, 
but morally. His soul and body are the same, 
his constitutional peculiarities, his intellectual 
powers, his memory, his genius, his condition in 
life may all remain unchanged — his relationships 
and avocations ; but, withal, within the man, a 
radical change has taken place! In his daily 
business he serves God ; in his calling he abides 
with God ; his body and the members of his body 
are yielded unto God ; in all his relationships of 
life, he has respect to God — ^they are "in the 
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Lord 'y^ whether he eats or whether he drinks he 
does all to the glory of God. He thus judges^ 
^^ that if one died for all^ then were all dead ; and 
that he (i. e. Jesus Christ) died for all^ that they 
which Uve should not henceforth live unto them- 
selves^ but unto him who died for them and rose 
again^' (2 Cor. v. 14, 15). To him to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain ! 

It is a change the most universal. It affects the 
temper, the principles, the habits, the character, 
the actions, the whole life and conversation ! The 
man's desires are new, his views are new, his 
pleasures new, his pains new, — ^he is a a new man ! 
He is dead to sin, but alive to God. "Yea, 
doubtless : and I count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord.'' '^ Whatsoever he does in word or deed, 
he does all to the Lord Jesus." '^Old things 
are passed away : behold all things are become 
new." 

It is an immediate change. Richard Baxter 
writes, in his " Directions for Spiritual Peace :" 
"When you are weighing things in the balance, 
you may add grain to grain, and it makes no 
turning or motion at all, till you come to the 

M 
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very last grain ; and then suddenly that end whicli 
was downward is turned upward ! When yoa 
stand at a loss between two highways, not know- 
ing which way to go, as long as you deliberate you 
stand still ; all the reasons that come into your 
mind do not stir you ; but the last reason (which 
resolves you) setteth you in motion. So it is in 
the change of a sinner's heart and life. He is not 
changed, but preparing toward it, while he is deli- 
berating whether he should choose Christ or the 
world ; but the last reason that cometh in and deter- 
mineth his will to Christ, and makes him resolve 
and enter a firm covenant with Christ, and say, ' I 
will have Christ for better or worse,' this maketh 
the greatest change that ever is made in this 
world ! For how can there be greater than the 
turning of a soul from the creature to the Cre- 
ator ? . . . : After this one turning act, Christ 
hath that heart and the main bent and endeavours 
of the life which the world had before. The man 
hath a new end, a new rule, a new guide, a new 
Master." 

Once more : It is a final change. At con- 

. version we become branches of a vine that never 

withers ; members connected with a head that 
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never dies ; living stones built on a chief comer- 
stone that standeth sure; partakers of a Spirit 
who dwelleth in us and shall be in us ; sharera 
of a promise sealed with the oath of the un- 
changing God. Our life is hid with Christ in 
Godl "Who is he that condemneth? It is 
Christ that died — yea, rather that is risen again : 
who also maketh intercession for us.'' 

And its tendency is to perfection ! " The path 
of the just is as the shining light which shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day.'' The babe 
in Christ becomes the young man, and the young 
man the father 1 What is weak is strengthened ; 
what is dark is enlightened; what is gross is 
spiritualized; what is earthly, sublimated. The 
righteous holds on his way, and waxes stronger 
and stronger! He is changed into the Divine 
Image /rom glory to glory, till at length he comes 
to the perfect man, and arrives at the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ. 

Have you experienced the change we have 
now described? Eternal life or eternal death 
depend upon the reply. Ye must be bom 
again 1 By nature the child of wrath, by grace 
have vou become the child of God and heir of 
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heaven ? Are you passed from death unto life ? 
In your ease — ^which is it ? Are you dead to sin 
and alive to God ; or dead to God and the servant 
of sin ? Who has your heart ? Have you indeed 
given it to God? Do you love him supremely 
and serve him sincerely ? Surely you know ! Was 
your house ever on fire ? and can you forget your 
escape? Did man ever suffer shipwreck and 
forget his deliverance ? If you cannot tell the 
time^ the plabe, the circumstances, are you not 
conscious that you are not what you webe? 
Cannot you say with the blind man in the Gospel 
^^One thing I know, that whereas I was blind, 
now I see ? '' Can you have been translated out 
of a kingdom of darkness into marvellous light, 
and not be conscious of the fact ? Can you have 
been bom again, created anew, raised from the 
dead, the subject of a change so radical, so uni- 
versal, so entire, so gracious, as that we have 
described, and not know it ? Can you have ex- 
changed a heart of stone for a heart of fiesh, and 
perceive no difference ? If you have experienced 
such a change as this — I think you must know it ! 
and though you may not be always talking of it, 
you will always think of it with the liveliest 
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gratitude and most devout thanksgiving to God 1 
He is the author of this change ? He who at the 
beginning made the world is the author of the 
new creation. He spake the word — '^ Let there 
be light y His spirit moved on the face of the 
waters^ and brought order and beauty out of chaos 
and confusion^ and all its aspects of grandeur and 
loveliness were the result of his infinite wisdom 
and almighty power ; so too, my brethren, in the 
case of a renewed heart, — He gives spiritual light 
and life, and every grace is the fruit of his Spirit : 
" We are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus P^ This the child of God rejoices to ac- 
knowledge ; " Not unto us, Lord, not unto us, 
but unto thy name give' the praise for thy loving 
mercy and for thy truth^s sake.^' And, while 
thanksgiving thus fills your mouths, suffer, I 
pray you, the word of exhortation — " Walk worthy 
of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom 
and glory.^* 

O, who amongst us shall remain destitute of 
converting grace ? Think not to be converted by 
voice from heaven, or sign or wonder, or especial 
providence. You cannot find a case in Scripture 
in which miracle was the instrument of conversion ! 
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At Pentecost^ it was not the mighty rushing wind^ 
but the preached word^ that brought 3^000 to 
penitence and faith. And^ even in the case of 
Saul of Tarsus, it was not the light from heaven, 
but the Saviour^s call — ^' Saul, Saul, why perse- 
cutest thou me f it is hard for thee to kick against 
the pricks,'' that elicited the inquiry, "Lord, 
what wouldest thou have me to do ?" Nor think 
to be converted by outward ordinance. The waters 
of baptism are not the appointed means of con- 
version. Christ sent Paul to convert the nations ; 
but he sent him not to baptize but to preach the 
Gospel. The written and the preached word is 
the chosen instrumentality : The Spirit of God is 
the blessed agent, in the case of every true con- 
version unto God. " Of his own wiU begat he us 
(writes St. James) with the word of truth,^^ (ch. i. 
18.) "Being bom again (writes St. Peter, 
1 Ep. i. 23) not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever.'' We are "renewed by the 
Holy Ghost ! " (Titus iii. 5.) This day you have 
heard that word both read and preached. May the 
Holy Spirit apply it to the heart and conscience ! 
Receive it not as the word of man but the word 
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of God, which eflfectually worketh in them that 
believe. While we tell of the fatal malady, we 
point to that tree of life whose leaves are for the 
healing of the nations;' — while we declare "the 
whole head is sick and the whole heart faint,'' 
that "from the sole of the foot even to the head 
there is no soundness in it, but wounds, and 
bruises, and putrifying sores,'' — speak we also of 
balm in Gilead and the physician there. At once 
have recourse to him ! Avail yourselves of his 
advice, his assistance, and his remedy. He invites, 
he commands you to come ; his touch is health 
and cure, he is " the Lord that healeth thee ; " no 
case is hopeless in his hand ; " His blood cleanseth 
from all sin j" " Sin shall not have dominion over 
you, for ye are not under the law but imder 
grace." The idolatrous Manasseh, the persecut- 
ing Saul, the hard-hearted jailor, the dying thief, 
Zaccheus, and Matthew the publican, Mary Mag- 
dalene, out of whom he cast seven devils, the 
Ethiopian nobleman, Lydia by the river's side, 
Sergius Paulus in the audience chamber, these, 
and many more whom I might mention, are the 
triumphs of the Saviour's grace, and all encourage 
thee to believe his promise, to accept his invitation. 
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and to return. " As many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of (Jod, even to 
them that believe on his name ; who were bom, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of Gk)d/' (John i. 13, 13.) 

However numerous your transgressions, how- 
ever aggravated your guilt, however hard and bad 
your heart, — " Receive '' Christ Jesus the Lord ; 
'^ Believe '^ on his holy name : Return ! Cast 
yourselves on his mercy, make trial of his love, 
test his power, take him at his word, and, '' as 
many,'^ all who do so, are (without exception) 
*^bom of God/' You perish as you are I you can 
but perish if he reject your petition and spurn 
you from his feet ; but this he will never do, he 
cannot, for " He abideth faithful, he cannot deny 
himself/' Only venture ; and of you it shall be 
said, as by St. Paul of his Corinthian converts, 
once so far from holiness and heaven, — ^^But 
ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by 
the Spirit of our God.^ 
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